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To the Reader. 


MASH meet 


Oncerning the enſuing Collection of Teftimonies, which 
- are expreſſive of the Judgement of the firſt and chief of ili 
Fathe vi in the New Engliſh Cburche, (as alſo of ſundry 
0:bers that are Pillars among ft thoſe of the true Congrega · 
tional way) about the Subject of Baptiſme and the Communion of 
Churches, if any ſhould bave Scrupits about the truth thercof they may : 
eaſily m part ſatisfy themſel41,by having recourſe to the printed Books 

our of which theſe paſſages are faithfully excerped. And as for thoſe 

tbings which are (as moſt of the ſubſequent Collection in) taken from | * * 
M anuſcripts, l bave by me tbe Original Scripts, only ſon. : few of tbem — 
are in other bands ,wbo are ready, to ſhew them unto ſuch (if any ſuch 

tere be) as ſhall heſitate touching theFidelity of bis publication. A: fs 

that matter therefore no more ſhall, or needs to be ſaid. «My defignt 

at pr ſent i: only to Commend afew things to the ſerious and Chriſtian 

Conſideration of the Antiſynodalian Brethren. Bretbren | was once 

of your perſwaſion, and thence can with the more Love and Compaſſion 

ſpeak unto you. What the eArguments were which cauſed me to be of 

another mind, is vet here à place ts relate, but it ſhall be dong (if God 

permit )elſewhere, For the preſent, let it ſefſice to be ſaid, that Study 


and Prayer, and much Affliction bath brought me to be of another be- A 
lief, then once I was of tou: hing the Controverted Queſtions. And M * 
unto you that are ſtill of the Antiſynodalian perſwaſion, / would in the — 
bowels and love of Chiiſt / ay theſe few things, 8 


1. Conſider that it is poſſible that you may be miſtaken in your 
Apprehenſions. Many things might b. mertioned to you, which ong bt to 
Cauſe an humble jealouſy in you, /caFF it ſhould be. Were there 
tbat only Conſideration, that ſo many Learned and gedly men are op- 
poſed, it ouy hi to Cauſe Trembling, ana an holy fear in you, leaſt your 
Notior's ſbuld be Erroncous /t 4 Chriſtian Speech and Spirit 
which bleſſed Burroughs bath in bis Excellent lienicum ( pag. #9.) 
where be ſaith, He that differs iu his Judgement from pcdly learned 
med, had need to ſpend much Time in Prayer and Humiliation before 
the Lotd “There is a notable Expreſſion of Bajil cited in an Epi- 
* (tle of Lutber to the Miniſters of Norimberg, who were at vari- 
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cc variance one from another, He who will ſeparate from his Bre- 
<« thren, had need to Sonſider many thing even to anxiety, he had 
& need break his ſleep many nights, and ſcek of God with many 
cc Tears the demonſtration of the Truth. Thus, He. 
: .Remymber that thoſe you differ from were under greater eAdvanta- 
er and Probabilities to underſtand the Trutb tben can be ſaid concern- 
golty ſelves, For tbat many of the members of the late Synod al- 
led to Anſwer the Q.eſtions concerning the Subject of Baptiſme and 
Conſociation of Churches, ( befdes their eminent Piety andinlarged 
underftandin and Capacity in thoſe reſpetts io diſcern the Truth ) — 
owed — Time and pains in ſeeking and ſcarcbing after the mind 
God about th:ſe Dueſtions, cannot be dewyed. For the moſt part, 


they bave not at all, or not throughly and Impartially ſudied, when as 
the Leaders is the Synod mentioned, bad moi induftriouſl y, and not 
witbou: prayers and Tears laboured to know the will of the Lord, con- 
cerning _ Affairs of bis houſe, and Kingdome, Nor is it to be 
for gottes, how the Lord did in bis Providence ſignally own that Al- 
ſembly. For at the Time of their ſecond Sefhons there was a'ſore and 
threatning drought on the Land, vbereupon thatSynod ſet a day apart 
to ſeth the Lord by Faſting 4nd Prayer, and Immediately upon thoſe 
Prayers did the Lord give Rain from Heaven, whereby be did from 
Heaven own both bu: Servants, and the work which they were about. 
eAnd t herein lik: wiſe we may obſerve a divine Confutation of thoſe 
Spirits, who impure our droughts, blaftings, Cc. to tha: Aſſembly, 
er to the Doctrine by ibem aſſerted and gropugned. Remember alſo 
that there baus bren very worthy men ( among ſt whom I wbo'am Cen- 
ſcious to ray ſelf, that I am the chief of Sinners, am no way worthy te 
be mentioned) who were againſt ſuchlulargement of Baptiſme as toe Sy. 
nod pleads fer: yet upon ſecond and wiſeſt thoughts (Ari 2 


is rept rial) bare ſien Cauſe to change their opinion, This is trus 
concerning ſome now at teſt with Chriſt, ara ſundry a · nongſt w/ em as 
I ſaigl recko not my ſelſ)yet ſurviving. Tea, it is ty concerning ſime 
Jadicious of che Congregational way in England as a 11 News 
Englund. It is a 202d Ob/-rvation which Iremember M- Cotton back in 
bis Letrer io M .Williams.( pag. 12, ' where he arguech,that the way 
of the Rig epi ition is not vf God, becauſe thoſe who in Simplicity 
and tendetne ſ -: Confcrencr have been dia vn iito ti e ertot of that 
way, yet when ey have grow u in gtoce, thev have 2 grown to 
diſcern the ei. er if the Separatioue Tos Jams th.ng ye may ſay is 

: this 


when godly, learned men miſs of the Truth, it is in pointt which eber 
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this Caſe; mu who did once Conlcientiouſly and humbly acerding 5 
ta their preſent light diſſent from the late Syn0d,yet as they bade grown . 
in wiſdome 404 grace, and ripeneſs for Haar en, the Lord bath gien 
them for to ſee, thas their Rigidity i this particular was a failing. 
Moreover ii 1s a Rule 43 &rue as Ancient and Common, that whatever | 
Opinion doarh d iv the maintainer: of it to any abſurdities is to b: ſuſpe* | 
lied and rejected 4 erroneous, It's Everlaftingly- Certain, that «. 
falſe Conclution can never be drawn out of true Pre miſſas, æx vera nil . 
nip verum. Nou ſome. that with the hig beſt Cunfilente dave. oppoſed.. 
the Docttine of the Sy nod concerning the Subject of Baptiſme to g- 
bald their No ions, ha ve been forced#0 embrace ſu:h things ai are ve. 
Irrational. Al; theſe things being put teg ether are enougb v0 breed an 
bumble, and an holy Jealoufic aver your own Apprebenſaans. That . 
then is the fir 4 word I would ſeriouſly aud affectionately Commend - 
to your Conſideration, The ſeeond word is this, Conſider that if yqu 
be miſtakea your Etrat hath, as things are Circumſtanced, no liitle 
evil and diogerin it. For if you be miſt ken, then y oppoſe a Cauſt . 
of Divine Grace, dieb 89 do is ſad,fince God looks upon bis Grate as 
bis Glory, Fpb.1.14. As Gods holineſs is dear te him, aud thencs, 
an) way ts oppaſe that is dangerous, the fame 32 10 ts ſaid cancerving . 
bi: Grace, Andif you be miſtaken, yon o, poſe a Cavie of Gods Co- 
venant, no Gods Covenant is matvelleus dear unto him, and no m 
can daſh bimſeif againaft an luteteſt of the Coy :nant witbo. t great ha- 
Zid And if you be miſtaken, you 4 0 an lateteſt, yea, a: 6 
gie it Intereſt of Cutiſts Kingdome, now that ma ne«ds diſphaſe the - 
Lord, It iy very ob;.-v be, t. at Chriſt wat never ſo angry as v4 own » 
dear Di-ciples, as thes, when % dd rigidly withhold ſom-t-4t EE 
were Ghiidren o th Kingdom +, from being brought to him, Mark. v /4\C&xTYTS 
10 14,14 whyſor ev'n bee uuſe his on Intereſt was th rein Concerns | 
td, me ar9 ſorn moy; d when their oy latercſt is (truck ar, ſe ee 
hy heart of Cbriſt muci moved, becauſe whes C bildren, ge Kt 
fro u um, #11 0wn latereſt was prejudiced. Bret hren, i Þ it ve,. 
that th- D ct iat of be Synud be Truch, you that oppoſe it, qu bat 18. 
youle o pt ju ce an latereſt of Ghriſt, and if ſo, Chriſt i. 10t wth 
lea} d 4419 vos for this ting T bere ig net ur aw ul Scriptote 
in all % Brok of Cor, ben that where it i, ſaid concerwing (brils 
Kid, that &.wſocyer ſhill fall on this one (hall be broken, 
% 21.44 Brethren, ene word let ut in the Bow Is of the Lo- d 
far 9 you, A 14 / [pat it nat with a deſire to grieve or Find 4vy of y0u, | 
bot if my heart. decei ue me dot, Loys ſo Chih, au you, ad ut 
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Io the Reader. 
facceeding Generation i» New- England cauſech me to ſyeak it, i ft 
only t his, oh tremble, leſt this very Error of yours prove the breaking, 
and the tuine of your poor Poſterity. They are Solemn and weigh- 
ty words, and I muſt Confeſs lave alwayes had an aweful Impre iſion 
pn my Conſcience, which the Elders hare in the Preface tothe late Sy- 
pod Book; (pag. 12.) © ſhonld (/i they) the Church education of 
«your Childrcn be by the want of your hearty Concurrence rendred 
« either infeaſable ot ine ffectual, ſhould they live as Lambs in a large 
« Paſture for want of your Agreement to own them of the Flock; 
« we beſeech you Conſider how uncomfortable the Accempt hereof 
vill be another day. Truly when I think, (and I oftes think of it) 
ſcriouſly and ſadly with my ſelf, that in a Plantation cf Religion ( for 
ſ«cb New-England was ) the Generality of the Inbabitants ſhould be in 
the Condition of lofidels, tbat the Poſterity of aPeople profeſſingGod- 
lineſs, yea, cf the moſt eminent Proleſſors in the whole W orld, ſhould 
in our Age be as Infidels even not ſo much as within the C ompaſe of 
the vn ſblec hu / cb, ot have the Livery and C haraſter belong ing 10 C bri- 
ftians up:n then, whereby ſuch are diſtinguiſhed from the Is fide! and 
Pagan Weria, what it ha's to others I know not, but to me it ha's a 
moſt formiaable appearance, Remember alſo that the light ha's bee n 
forth, in which reſpect, Now for you to oppoſe the T uth, after that 
Convineing Teftimonics have been given to it by the Lords Servants, 
will be farr more dangerous and proyokirg tothe Lord, then in fo-mer 
Times among ſt us, when theſe things had not been ſo fully enquired 
into, as of late through the good hand of Divine Previgence it ha's 
been. A third word which I would ſay in, ftudy well the point of In- 
fant Baptiſme. A quaist your ſelve; with the Scripture procfs for 
that Ordinarce,) muſt acknowledge that that ha's been no ſmall Con- 
firmation to me. This ] find that ther i: haraly an Argument p 0du- 
ced ag ainſt ſuch Inlar gement, as ii by the Synot aſſerted but what the 
Antipedo-Baptiſts e w/e of to ſerve their tun. Alſo Fat the 
Arguments which do d:*monſtrat« Pade- I aptiſme in general, do ( for 
the moſt part) prove that Baptiime ought to be Adminiſtred in the 
Latitude which the Synod pleads for. The /aſt word which I ſba/ ſay 
is his, uſe all means of Gods app inting, that you mey come to under- 
ſtand the Truth in this matter, There have been ſome to my know- 
ledge (and becauſe | know there have been ſome, 1 am apt to think 
there may bemany more then | know of) that howz exclaimed much 
againſt the Synod Book, as if it were an Apoſt ac y and Impurity,&c, 
That yet upon Ex2inmation have Conſeſſed, that they never =_ 
the 
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the Book, much [eſs have they read other things written in e fun 
thereof ; and how farr then have they been from reading theſe thinga, 
with Prayers and Tears, and Humiliations before the Lord, ob if 
Bretbren would prove all things, and pray wnceſſantly over what th:y 
do, and add deep Humiliations 10 their Prayers, and depend up 
Cbriſt for ligbe, we might hope that God would either diſcover his 
Truth to them, in the very things they are ſcarcbiog after,or in ſome 
other matters better for them to know, and in the mean Time belp 
them to carry it with that Chriſtian moderation that becometh Saints, 
Prov. 2. 3, 4, J. Ezck.43.11. Phil. 3. 15, 16. 

As for the Reaſons which have induced me to this enſuing Colle tion, 
deſides thoſe general motives mentioned in the Introduction, the ſpe- 
cial Conlideratians which haue prevailed with me were, Firſt, thar 
I might pleaſe God in obeying the þfth Commandeent by vindicating g 
the bonour of my Fathers. ( 2 diy.) in that a ſpecial Advantage ha s 
been put into my hands for this undertaking, by Reaſon of my Ac- 
quaintance with the Manuſcripts of both my Fathers, (I mean my 
Father Cotton, and my Father Mather ) from whence theſe Tellimo- 
nies are for the moſt part produced. [ z diy.] My Father when he 
wasleaving the world, did Commend it as his ding Conſe! to me, 
that I ſhoald eadeavour the good of the Riſing Generation in this Coun- 
try, and in ſpecial, that t hey might be broug bt under the Govcrnmene 
of Chriſt in bis Cbureb, and when grown up and qualified, as is is the 
late Synod Bob expreſſed, bave Baptiſme for their Children, What 
Impreſſion thoſe words, ſince they were the words of a Father, and 
of ſuch 4 Father, and dying words alſo, ba ce kad upon my heart, is 
known to the Father of Spiritus, o only ſearcheth bearts, and Conver- 
ſeth withthe Souls of men, nor am | able to utter it. C4. ] tis 
known unto thoſe few in the world, that have any knowledge of ſol» - 
ſcure and inconſiderable a perſon as my ſelf, that I bav of late been 
near unto Death, God having brought me back again, as it were out 
of the Grave, I muſt needs have had many thoughts with my ſelf, . 
what lla do for God, and for his prople Þ ra, for bis People, whoſe 
Prayers have ſaved my Life, Now | would fain hope what is bers. 
done will be a Service for Chriſt, and for theſe bis Churches, aud for 
that Generation whereof | ans, when I (hall ſliep with my Fathers, 

There is alſo pabliſh:d herewith, the Subſtance of a Letter written 
by Mr. Micheli, late faithful and famous Pat or of the Church in 
Cambridg. Although I c innot ſay but that | was | albeit he knew 
not that | whea that Letter was ſent to me, inclining to the ſame 

TL Apprehenſi on 
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Ap proben ou about the Sub jon of Baptiſme,wbich at jrefent I am of, 
yet the Arguments therein ſag geſted, were 1 muſt Confeſs weighty and 
powerful Cenfderations with me, and | belit ve will be ſo to others that 
ately weigh matters in the Balance of the Sanctuary, for which Cauſe 
principaliy, | baye thus expoſed it to publick view. e110 | hase part- 
ty done it honoris gratia, that I mig bt teftify my deep reſpelt to that 
bleſſed man, concerning whom I may ſay as ſometimes Boza concerning 
Calvin, Now AGitchel- is dead, lifc is leſs ſweet, and death will be 
leſa buter unto me. 

Once for all, les me de fre the Reader io take notice tba: I do net by 
thir Collection, concern my ſelf in the defence of every Notion or Ar- 
% Principle, that is by any of 1boſe Mortbios infojted on, out 
my only deſign rberem is, to ſhew that ſuch Inlargment oi Baptume, 
and thatConſociation of Churches, which is in the Synod Ho afſert- 

ed is no Apoſtacy from the firſt Principles of New-England, nor yet 
declenfion from the Congregational way. Now toe Lord 5e 

— batb promiſed that the Spirit of Truth ſnholl come, and ſhall guide 
lato all Truth fulſ ! bis good word,even the Lord ſend but of bu Light 
and bi — let theo lead us. Let him grant that there may, 
de Peace and Truth in our dayer, and not only ſo, but that the Genira· 
tion to come may praiſe tb. Lord, that it may appear, that his Righte- 
coulneſs is for ever, and his Salvation from — to Generation, 
Amen, and «4 men! This ir the hearts deſire and Prayer ef bim 


From my It Who is leſs then the leaft of all Gods mer- 


Bofton N. E. 1. of cics and Saints. 


44 Month. 1671. Increaſe Mather, 
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Here having been ſome who have thought that the 
mJ, Doctrine of the late Synod Book Concerning Ba- 
AL tiſm and the Communion or Conſeciation of Chur- 


ſhould be : indicatea from ſuch injurious Aſperſions: upon thee and the 
like Coaſicer:tivrs, we ſhall endavcut (as in the Lords holy fear | to 
er qune whit were tle fic Principles of New- Zng/and corcorning 
tle dubjeci of B:ipiiſma and Communion of Churches, aud leave it to 


ihe 


2 Myr. Cottons udgement 

tbe Chriſtian worlJ, and to Poſterity to judge who are the Apoftates, 
Now this may be dont by ſhewing, wuat was the judgement of the 
rſt Fathers of this Country, rouc'ting che queſtions in Controverſy, 
An in tiſis ehſuing Col {tivn of Ttfimonics we ſhall not mention any 
of tho'e Reverend El ers that are yet ſurviving, nor all amongſt our 
d::zalcd worthies,only ſom? of the Chief of th: Fath:rs of this Country. 
And fi. ſt, concerning Papriſm, we ſhill begin with the Julgement of 
that man of G24 deſetvedly famars in both Eng lands, viz. Me. 
Lin Cotton, lite Texcher of the firſt Church in Boſhou, And what the 
Aporeheaſion of that Ser was, is manifeſt from a Letter which is to 
be (cen wetten with His own hands in the name, and with the unani- 
mous Conſe it ol e whole Church, which then was in this Boſton 
to the Chu-ch in Dor-hyfter, Becauſe the Letter is of Ancient dite, 
and ſo giveth a great light towards the clearing of the matter, which 
is before u,, we ſh:!i] therefore here iaſertit, word for word as it is 

writtca with Me. Cetions own hand, It is that which folleweth. 


To our Reverend and Beloved Brethren the Elders 
& with.the teſt of the Church of Dorebeſber. 

« Grace and geace, from God our Father and from 
& the Lord l:jusChriſt our Saviour. 


ct The Caſe of Conſcience which you propounded to our ConhJe- 
te ration, | to wit, whether a Grand Father being a member of a Chri- 
ce ſti in Church, might claim Baptiſm to his Grand-Child, whoſe next. 
& Parents be not received into Church Covenant ] ha's been delibe- 
© rately treated of iu our Church Aſſenvled together publickly in the 
te name of Chrift. And upon due aud ſerious diſcourſe abauſ the print, 
ceit ſeem: d good unto us all with one a, ind agteeableſ(as we believe) 
< tothe word of the Lord, that the Grand-Father may lawfully claim 
ce that priviledge to his Grand- child in ſuch a Calc, yet with theſe 
<« two C1ntions, Firſt, that tac Grand-child biptix d by right of the 
« Grand-fathers Covenant, b: Com nitted to the Grand fathers edu - 
c. cation; for as God in the Covenant of Grac: undertaketh to be a 
« God, unto the Believer and his ſeed, ſo by the Rule of Relatives, the 
« Tenour of the Covenant requireth that the Believer, do undertake 
te thathimſelfanJ his Seed do give up themſelyes to becom: the peo» 
cc ge of the Lord, Rich hz cxnno! unlcrrake, ia behalf of his Seed, 
& unleſsthey be conu'tted to his elyzatioa, 2. Tus other Caution 
« alſo #6 ceasciye to be teꝗ aiũte, that pac Patents of tae Child, do 
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u not thereby take oceakion to netzlect the due and ſeaſonable prepart» 
4 tion of themſelves for entrance into Covenant with God and his 
© Church: theſe Cautions premiſed and obſerved, the Baptilme of 
© the Grand-child by right of his Grand-fathersCoyenant, we believe 
«to be watranted from tbe nature and tenour of the Covenant of 
1 Grace by this Reaſon, where therg is a Stipulation of the Covenant 
© on Gods part, and reſtipulation of the Covenant on mans part, 
© there way be an obſignation of the Covenant on both parts, or in 
4 plainer words, where there is an offer of the Covenant on Gods part, 
« and a recciving and undertaking of the Covenant on mans part, there 
may be a ſcaling, of it on both parts? But dere is an offer of the 
Covenant on Od part, Gen, 15. 7. where Ged ſays, that he will be 
© a God to eAbraham, that is, te the Believer and his Seed, and by 
te Seed is not there meant the next Seed only, but Seeds Seed allo to 
© many Generations, Iſai. 79. 2 1. And here is likewiſe a receiving 
and undertaking of the Covenant on mans part, ſeeing the Grand- 
* father receiveth the Covenant by his faith, and by the profefien of 
&« his faith, and by his deſire of the Seal of the Covenant to ſtrengthen 
« his faith, and he underta keth alſo the keeping of the Covenant, in 
& bring ing up his Grand- child as much as in him lies to live and walk 
© a3 himſelf does, as one of Gods people, according to the Tenour of 


© the Covenant, from whence the Concluſion evident iy ſolloweth, that 


© thete fore Bapti'me may there be Adminiſtted to Seal up the Coves 
ien zut, where the Stand · fathet receives the Covenant, & undertakes to 
t bring up his Graad child in the faith and obeditnce ot the Covenant. 
Atz üaſt this Argument it was objected by ſume what the Apoſile 
«writes, 1 Cor. 7. 14. where if both the hushand and the wife, who 
are the next Parents of the Child be unbelievinꝑ, the Child is pro- 
© nounced uaclean, and therefore unc3pable of the holy Covenaany, 
« :nd of the holy Seal of it, whereto it was anſwered that the word in 
© the Tex: tranilited wnbelievirg is in the Original I: filel. Now ! 
*ttere ira diſte ente between an lofiicl anda Carnal Chriſtian, as then ' 
© was among it the /ews i differince betten an Neathen anda Carnal 
« ſraeliie. Though the (-Hild be urcleen where both the Parents 
* arc Pagans and Infidels, yet we may rot account juch Parents for Pa- 
nt and lui cls, wi 6 er: themjeiucs benined, and pr fefs their b. lief 
«fre Fundamental Articles of the Coriiitan Faith, ox! live without 
* roto:;0us Scandolon, Crime, though they gige not clear etidence of + 
*their regenerate eſtate, not ate conyircel of the neceſſity of Church 
* Covenant, Alter this Auſwet given, there was ue farther rely 
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* agaiaſt the point in hand, but on the coatrary, ſome of the Brethren 
< expreſſing their Conſents with Addition of other Reaſons, and all of. 
* them by their lilence, we dv therefore profeſs it to be the judgemant of 
&* xr Charch, and as we helicy agreeable ro the word of God ( ſuch 
© Cautionsbeing obſerved as hath been mentioned) that the Grand- 
Fatber a member of the Church, may claim the priviledge of Ba:iſme 
of to bis Grand-Child, thougb bis next Seed the Parents of the Child be 

ite: received themſelves into Church Covenant. Whercin nevertheleſs 
4e deſire, ſo to be underſtood, not as preſuming to judge others 
& who happily may be of diffcrent opinion in this poiot, or to dire 
ou, who are by the grace of God given to you, able to direct your 
& ſelves and us alſo in the Lord, but as willing in me ekaeſs of wiſdome 
© to ſeatch out the truth of God with you, and in brotherly Love to 

4 ſatisfy your requeſt and demand touching this Queſtion, 

& Now the God of truth and peace Lead you into all truth, and go 
ct on to build up his hely Kingdome in the mid ſt of you in the graci- 
L ous Adminiſtration of all his holy Ordinances amongſt you in the 
Lord Jeſus, In whom we reſt, 


* 


Boſton Dece mb. Vour loviag Brethren 
the 16th, 1634. Zobn Cotton 
Tho, Oliver. 
Tbo. Leveret 
la the Name of the Church 


New this is a great Teſtimony, for if Anno 14534; which was 
amoneſt the Primitive Times of theſe Churches, if then a Grand-Fa- 
ther, fach Cantions being obſerved, as have been Mntioned, being a 
member of a Charch might claim the Priviledge of Baptiſme to his 
grand Child, though his next Seed the Immediate Parents of the 
Child be net received themſelves into full Communion, if then alſe it 
were true, that there is a difference between an Infidel and a Carnal 
Chriſtian as then was amongſt the Jews, a difference between an Hea- 
then and a Carnal Iſraelite, and that we may not account ſuch Patents 
fer Pagans and Lafidels, and ſo not their Children for gaclean, whe are 

© themſelves baptiz ed, and profeſs their belief of the Fundamental Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith, and live without notorious ſcandalous crime, 
| though they give not clear Evidence of their Regeacrate Eſtate, if this 
were true doctrine, Anno 1634. Poſterity will fee, who arc the Apo« 
ſtates from the firtt Principles of New- England, whether they whoſe 
Priociples ace for ag Eulargeraeat of Baptiſiue unto ſome, — 
tente 
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Parents are not fit for the Lords Supper, or they that de oppoſe ſuch a 
ractice. 

There is alſo to be ſeen another large and Judicious Letter of Mt. Cet - 
tons written with his own hand to a Friend of his in England touching. 
accommodation and Communion between thoſe of the Presbyterian, 
and Congregational perſwaſion,The Letter bears dite the 8. 11. et 
163. and tt erein Mr. Cet on delivers his jud ement in twelve pro- 

ſitions, which are too large here to be inſerted, only the eighth of 
theſe Propoſitions bring directly to our pur poſe, we ſhall here traaſe: ibe 
it, The words of it are theſe, * If the godly members of a Congregation. 
« ſormei ly Subject to Epilcopacy,repenting of their ſinful ſubordiaati- 
&« gn thereto ſhall be ſtudicus ofReſormation,nnd ſhall ſolemnly Cove- 
© nant to endeavour the ſame, and ſhall chooſe their former godly Mi- 
cegiſters, into the Paſtors & Teachers office, it is not neceſſary theyſhould. 
« take the ignorant or Carnal meinbers of the Pariſh into the fellowſhip 
of this renewed Election of their Miniſten, and yet it is not impro- 
« bable, but the Miniſters may petſorm ſame Mioiſterial acts to them, 
<« 4s not only to preach the word to them, but ( kappily ) alſo to baptize 
ce their Children, For ſuch members are like the Church members, 
&« with us baptized in their Infancy, yet not received tothe Lords Sup- 
per, when they come te Age, nor admitted to fellowſhipof voting 
«in Admiſhons, Elections, Cenſures, till they come to profeſs theie 
& faith, and repentance, and lay held of the Covenant of their Parents 
© beferc the Church. And yet they being not caſt oat of the Charch, . 
c not the Covenant thereof, their Children may be capable of the firſt 
cc Seal of the Covenant, ſo in this Caſe, till the Parents themiſelves grow 
« Scandalous, aud thereby caſt off, out of the Covenant of the Cha. ch. 
Alſo. to a Reverend pet ſon yet ſurviving in this Country, whe in a 
Letter heating da te, . 4 eFHoneth 1649. propounded this Qu: ſtion, 
eA Father that was inthe lo gement of Cha-ity one that fearcd the 
<« [ ord, but no Church member, dies and giyes his Little Infant to a 
Church member and Brother of ours, which brother having no Child 
« of his on gladly accepts it, the queſtion is whether ſuch an adopted 
« Child, may by the will of Coriſt be baptized or not. Me. Cottons An- 
cc (wer was in theſe words, you" Caſe of vaptizing of th: Chila, of one 
«fearing God, and in his d:ati giving his Child to a Church member, 
« ec. | propoundcd to ſom: of our fellow Elders, Mr. Wilſos. Mr. 
« xl;o:, and | think Me. H.. her. ant as I remeinber, they all incl!- 
te ned to the Aſſitmtivꝛ, theit 3cound was the Text in Gen, 5. 12,73. 
a fog mine owa part I lean to 3 a3 You put the Cat, 
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u the Patent of this Child was not an Indian or Pagan, but a Chriftian, 
and baptizcd himſelf, and ſo confederate with ſuch a Church as we 
&« renounce not, and ] do not diſſwade the miniſtring of the Seal of the 
* Covenant, where the Covenant it ſelf is not wanting, &c- 
 Likeviſe in another Letter, which is extant, under Mr. Coton own 
hand writing, to one who thus objected, Carnal children are not fit to 
renew their Covenant, whilſt they arc ur fit to partake in the Seal of 
the Covenant, &. He replies in theſe words, © Though they be not 
4 fit to make ſuch profefſion of viſible faith, as to admit them to the 
Lords Table, yet they may make proſeſſion ſull enough to receive 
them te Baptiſme, or to the ſame eſlate II mai ſtood in after Cir- 
* cumciſſi on. 

And to one who complained of being inthe datk about the truth 
aſſerted in Mr. Cottoss printed Book concerning the Baptiſme of In- 
fants, and that amongft other made this Objection, when ( ſaid that 
„ Scrupler ) a child comes to knew that his Parents are no vikble 
<« Saints, but appear to be contrary both in Lifeand He ctrine, and the 
& children had only words and water poured on them, how c⸗ me theſe 
<« perſons to have right to it, the Parents having no viſible faith to act 
<« in that Ordinance, and their chil dien likewite being vecapable, to 
hold forth the acts of faith before men. He thus Anſwereth, J ero- 
tc hoam and bis wife were reithcy of them viſits Saints, in your Senſe, 
t bur zppeared to be contrary both in Life and DodGrime, yer the Cir- 
©« c:m;ciſion of their Son was not in vain to him, 1 Kings 14.13. In 
& this Caſe when the faith of the Parents is wanting, ard yet they till 
© live within che Pale of the Church, though the CLu-ch be Corrupt, 
& and the Parents alſo, yet here the Speech of the eApoſile te kes place, 
& what though ſome believed not, ſhalltheir unbelief rake he f.1th of 
« Gol of none feet, God forbid, Rom. 3. 3, 4. now the Faithfulneſ; of 
© God who kcepeth C,venant and mercy to thouſands, lupplics the de- 
« fect of the Faith of the rex? Parents, and ma eth good his Covenant 
to the Children in telpect of the Faith of their former Anceſtors in 
« Elder Apes. 

But agaiaſt this me may object a paſſage in Mr. Cottons Book of 
the way of the Chu, cher, pag. 81. wherc it is ſaid, where neither of the 
Parents can clam right tu the Lords Supper, their Iufunts carne claim 
right to B 'p!i/me, theteſore it my ſeem, hat Mr. Cortons ludyeent 
was not as ha'b bc en now declared, Unto this, let the j:1djcioaus Re. det 
actentireh he ir the Anſwer, which is, t.) ln that very Book oN. Cot- 
tont, there are ſundry paſſages which p.cad for an Eulargement of Bap- 
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Concerning tht Subje8 of Bapriſme. WR 
Aue, further then to the lamediare Children of perſons in fall 
Com vun, even to the Children of ſuch Parents who have ſuch a faith 
41 denominateth them Curiſtian Believer; in op:ofition to Pagan Infi- 
dels, yea, if there be a Chriſtian $zo0uſor for the Cbila of a Stranger, ot 
wicked man, it may be %ige, ſee the way, pag #7.48.106,11 x. 
2-dly. That Book of the way was printed from an imperfeft Copy, in 
whichreſpoRt it is aot to b: wond ed at, if there by therein ſome paſ- 
ſages contradiclory to Mr, Cotton known lad gement. ( 3.) Mr. Co ton 
, himſelf was muc\ troubled when he ſaw that Book..com2 forth, and 
-waxdelirous that the Reader ſhould underſtand that his Judgement in 
ſuchthings, wherein the Book of the wry is diſcrepant from that of the 
.Keyes, (hauld be fought for, not in the Bookof the way, but in that of 
the Keys. An that no one may think that theſe things are Ima;mary, 
or conjetbaral only, let us hear Me. Coton ſpeaking in his o vn wotds 
in his printed defence againlt the Imptations of Mr. Cawarey written 
not long before his death, and Publiſhed by Dectur Ogen, Ia which 
Book paz. z6. 37,98, 29. The truth is ( ſaith Mr. Coton) that ma- 
ny years ago | was ſerionſly moved by ſome of our Bretbren and 
«Fellow Elders here to draw up an H to- ical narration of out C hu ch 
<« gay, together with ſome: familiar Grounds of the ſame briefly. In 
< ſhort time as God helped, | diſpatched it, which when our Bretbren 
« had peruſcd it; I la they did oot cloſe with it, yet a Brother going 
« fot Ingland, got ſome where, a Copy of it, and pteſented it to ſome 
« of the Congregational way there, and | afterwards he ard, neither did 
t they cloſe with it, and in particular not with that p:{\ſ2ge which is 
& here recited--—- which ſince appeareth mare open'y, by the Aſte- 
« yj;k, put upoa that paſſige, and upon fundry ot her in the Book, but 
& before I ſaw that, and had oaly heard, that they did not fully ac- 
* cord, I hoped that it had met with a timely Suppreſſion, rather then an 
* Impreſi19, ſoc 1 beard no more of it, for two or three years after, 
te mean while perceiviag that one main point of &+(atisfa#ion, was the 
« Autbority given to the Fraternity, ] conkered more fe. touſly and d. 
«.ftinfly af the whole power of the Keys, a 1d expreſſed my appreben« 
cc ſini in that treatiſe of che K2zs which our Brethren bere did well ac- 
a cept, and ſo did the Bre hien of lik: Jalgement in England, and 
« ſome of them wete pleaſed to atteſt it, with the Preface that is now 
« £xtant before it .. ——— This was ſundry years after the Tre a- 
& tiſe of tue we» 114 been Enithed,and carry* 4 to Enzland, and as I ho- 
u ped ſuppreſſed, but it ſaemeth ſome Brother th ere- cauſed his Copy, 
& whica was indecd abrupt in the Entrance, aud vᷣnperſect. otherwiſe 
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& to be publiſhed in print, which when I ſaw, it troubled me note lit- 
. Ute, as knowing that the diſcrepane Expreſſions in the one, and in the 
© other, might trouble Friends, and give Ad van to Ad vet ſariet. 
« } ſuffered both to ſtand as they did, eſpecially, ſeeing I could not 
& help it, the Bookof cbe ray being publiſhed without my Conſent, and 
both the way and the Keys paſt my reyoking, ſe that if the Replicr 
« fad ſome diſcrepancy in one of theſe Books from the other, Let 
& him know that the Doctrine of the way, in ſuch few points, wherein 
« it differs from the , was not mine, when the Keys was publi- 
4 (hed, much leſs when the way was publiſhed, which was many years 
« after, though it had been penned many years before. 

Thus much may faffize for the clearing of Mr. Cotten Judgement, 
concerning the Subjeft of Baptiſme. In the ſame year, and in the ſame 
Veſſel, with Mr. Cotten came into this Country that famous Mr, 

' Thomas Hook: r late Paſtor of the Church in Hartford upon Conne- 
Alicot. Now that in Mr. Hookers Judgement, the Children concerning 
whom the Queſtion is, have a continued ſtanding, and memberſhip in 
the viſible Church (upon which hinge the Controverſy about the En- 
largement of the Subje@ of Baptiſme turns) is evident from a paſſage 
in his moſt Judicious and accurate Surrey of Church Diſcizhme, in 
which Book © pag. 4#. are theſe words, in ſome Caſes ( faith Mr. 
Hooker) an Implicit Covenant, may be fully Sufficient, as Suppoſe 
&« a whole Congregation ſheuld conſiſt of ſuch, who were Child cu to 
<« the Parents now deceaſed, who were Confederate, their children 
were true members, according to the Rules of the Goſpel by pre- 
te fcffing of their Fathers Covenant, though they ſhould nor make any 
&« perſonal and vocal F xprefſion of theit Engagement,as the Faith: rs did. 
Alſo he lays it downfor a Maxim that faderati ſunt baptiz.a:;d: pro- 
ving by ſeveral Argumeuts that Confederates are the proper Subj. & of 
Baptiſm, ſee in the ſame Book, part 3. ag. 1.12. Now if they that 
arc Contederate, aud members of the viſible Church, have a right to 
Baptiſme, and if alſo the Children in Queſtion are C onfederate, and 
m. mbers of the viſible Church, both which arc affi med by Mr, Hook: 
er, it muſt needs be that in his Judgement, the CHhidren in Queſtion 
have right to Baptiſme. 

At the ſame Time, and in the ſame Veſſel with Mr. (otton and 
Mr. H.oker, there came the godiy, learit d, Mr. Samael Stone, late 
Teacher of the Church in Ha. tere, concetriug hem, hat his Judge» 

ment was, touching the now agitated Centruverlies, is known from 
his practice ia the laſt years of bis Life, gat jus — = 
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Concerning the Subje@ of Bapuiſme 
ſaitable to.that practice many years before his — —U 
a Letter of his written to the Reverend Mr. Matber of — 
bearing da te unc 6. 1650. la which Letter he thus (xpreſicth him 
ſelf. SI Conceive, ( ſaith Mr. Stove) that Children of Church m. 
© bers have right to Church member ſbip by virtue of their Fatbers Co- 
« nennt,, it being granted that they ate lu i brabams Co, 
« have Men ber ſhip by Birth, Gal. 2. 13. (2 4.) God is their G 
Gen. 17.7. ( 34.) They are Branches, Rom. 1. ( 4. ) they are 
6 Subjeits of Cbriſti vii le King dome, Exck. 37.25. | 
« 3. If they be preſented to a Church, and Claim | 
© they cannot be denyed , according to the Rules of the — — 
4. Hence there hath been a ſinſal neglect in N- England of ſich 
© Children who have either not been preſented, ot not Received, 
© when they have claimed their right, I ſpake with Mr. Wa, bam, 
* and we qucſtion not the right of Children, but we Conceive it 
& would be Comfortable to have ſome Concurrence, which is that we 
have Waited for a Long Time. And 1 think valeſs there may be 
c ſome Conference of Eiders this year in the Bay about it, that we may 
{© {ce ſome Reaiorſto the Contrary, our Churches will Adventure to 
practice accordiug to their Judgement, i. e. take in all ſuch Chil- 
«ren as members, [much deſice that there may be ſome meeting of the 
&« Elders. this year, that theſe thivgs may be Conſidered and ſetled in 
©« the Churches, according to the mind of Chriſt, &c. Theſe things 
do (uflicicacly maniſeſt what was the Judgement of Mr. Cotton, Mr. 
Hooker, and Mr. S:onc, who all three (as was Intimated ) Came in- 
to New- England in ibe ſame Veſſel, Ann 1633, And they may 
juſtly be reckoned amongſt the firſt three of New- Englands Wort hies. 
In the year 1635. God bronght into this Coyntry three more of our 
Worthbics : Another Trum ir ate not unlike the former, viz. Mr. Ma. 
ther, Mr. Norton and Mr. Sh pard, whoſe Judgement touching the 
Qucſtion before us, that it did Concur with the Doctrine of the late Sy- 
red, will appear from the S: quel. : 
As tor Mr. Math:r late Teacher of the Church in Dorch+Rer, what 
the Apprehenſions of that Reverend man of God were Concerning the 
preſent Controverſic in his Latter Time is well known. The Auclentt 


had an opinion that the E „ata dying wods of worthy 
men were Qracuious, becauſe t he Soul near its 61 anſs 1,4 ion growet 
more Divine. Be that Notion as it is, E the dying Counſe! of that 
bleſſed man to his Son, is of weizbty Con ſideratiun. And that Mr. Ma 
ther did not a ke up his perſwaihon conc:rning the Enlarges ent of 
" „ Bapti/me, 
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Baptiſee, in his laft years only, but that he was of the ſame Judge- 
ent four and twenty years and more, before his deceaſe, is evident 
rom lame Manuſcripts of his left written with his own hand, For that 
Roverend Autbor did in the year 1645, prepare for the Preſs an elabo- 
rate diſcourſe which he entituleth, A plea for the Churches of Chriſt in 
New-England, and in the ſecend part of that diſcourſe, which con- 
rains poſitive grounds from Scripture and Reaſon for the [uſtificarion of 
#be way of the Churcbes of Chriſt is New-England,there is this Queſtion 
propoundedM- 

« Queſt. When thoſe that were baptized in Infancy by the Cove 
<aant of their Parents being come te — not yet found fit to be te- 
* ceived to the Lords Table, although they be married and have Chil- 
u drev, whether are thoſe their Children to be baptized or no. The 

* Anſwer is in theſe werds, I propound to Confideratien this Reaſon 
it for the ¶ ir mative, viz. That the Children of ſuch Parents ought 
©« to be baptized: the Reaſenis, the Parenis as they were born in the 
Covenant, ſo they ſtill continue therein, being neither caſt out, nor 
deſerving ſo to be, and if ſe, why ſhould not their Children be bapti- 
Sed, forifthe Parents be in Covenant, arc not the Children ſo like- 
< wiſt? Is net the Tenour ef the Covenant, I will be a God to ther aud 
« to thy Seed? Is not the Tex: plain? A#.2.39. the promiſe is to you 
and to your Children, And if theſe Child-en be in the Covenant, 
* why ſhoald they not be admitted to the Seal of the Covenant, Sith 
they are partakers of that, which is one main ground, why other la- 
ec fants are admitted thereto ? doth it not ſcem unreaſonable that theſe 
tei nfaats being partakers of the ground of Baptiſme as well as others, 

cethat nevertheleſs others ſhoald be admitted and theſe be refuſed ? If 

«therInfaots were admitted toBaptiſme upon ſome ground, whereof 
ce theſe were not partakers,then there might beReaſon to make a diffe- 
c eence between theſe lufants and others, but if the ground & Reaſon of 
< admitting others, be Common to theſe as well as to others, it ſeems 
ce then to be Reaſonable,that[theſe as well as others ſhould ſhare in the 
Eoriviledge, If their Parents were caſt eut of the Church byCenſures, 
cc or falla away from the ſame by wilful Apoſtacy and Scbiſime, or 
« ꝗgeſetving to be Caſt out by reaſon of Scandal, then there were more 
cc n e iſon that their tafants ſhould be excluded from the Seal: Bur ſiih 
cc no ſuch thiag can be ſaid of the Parents of whom we ſpeak, 2 good 
Rea ion ſhould be given, why their laſants are debarred ? for if it be 
« gie D ts are not Con med members, nor have yet been 
ce found fir fur tie Lows Table, I conceive this needs oy to _— 
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te their Infants from Baptiſme ſo long as they, I mean the Parents do 
c neither renounce the Covenant, nor doth the Church ſee juſt Cauſe 
eto Caſt them out from the ſame; tor it is not the Parents fitneſs for the 
& Lords Supper, that is the ground of baprizing their Children, but the 
patents and ſo their Children being in the Covenant, this is that 
<« which is the main ground thereof; and as long as this doth Conti- 
nue, not diſſolved by any Charch Cenſure againſt them, not by any 
c Scandalous Sin of theirs, ſo long the Children may be baptized. 
Theſe words are to be ſeen written with Mr. Matbers own hund, 
Anno 1645. Now if ſix and twenty years ago in a Book written is : 
defence of tbe Churcbes in New England, and in juſtification of tho way When this 
of - heſe Churcbes, it were true Docttine that perſons might have right Colle ſtien of, 
to Baptiſme ſor their Children, and yet themſelves net be fit ſor the Teſtimonier 
Lords Table: If fix and twenty years agoe, this was written in a wa: firſt com 
Book, whoſe whole deſigne was to juſtifie the way of theſe Churches, poſed, it was 
how then can it be ſaid, that the preſent pleading for ſuch Enlarge- bus 20 Years 
ment of Baptiſme is any Apoſtacy from Primitive Principles? Alſo tbe bat now it is 
ſame thing was Aſſertedand urged by this Reyerend Author in his 29 years 
Model of Church Government preſented to the Synod, Anno 1647. ſince tha# 
And in the years 2644. and 164g. he did frequently in his ppblick, Book, was 
Miniftry in Dorcbefter thus inſtruct his people as is to be ſeen ia the written. 
Sermon Notes left wretten propria manu. And in the year 7673. | 
this Queſtion was fully, largly, and E laborately diſcuſſed by the ſame 
Autkor. Alſo in a Letter to a Friend, bearing date 30th. 5 Moneth 
16 51, He thus expreſſeth himſelf, © for my part my thoughts have 
e been this long Time, that our Churches in general do fall ſhart in 
« their practice of that which the Rule requires in this particular, 
*« which | think onghe to be thus, viz. that the Children of Cbu/cb 
« members ſubmitting themſelves to the Diſcipline of Chriſt in the 
© Church, by an act of their own, when they are grown up to mens 
and womens Eſtate, ought to be watebod over as other memb.rs,and 
© to have their Infants baptized, but themſelves not to be received to 
«the Lords Table, nor to voting in the Church, till by the manifeſta- 
ct ion of Faith and Repentance,they ſhall approve themſelves to be fix 
tc forthe ſame. But we have not yet thus practiced, but are now 
4 Conlidering of the matter, and of ſending to other Churches for ad- 
vice. Help us | pray yoa with your prayers that we may have grace 
to diſcern, and do the Lords mind and will herein. So that in the 
year 1651. it bad fora long Time been the Judgement of this Seer, 
that ſome have right to Baptiſms for their Children, that yet have not 
5 B 2 tight 


Mir. Matber: Iud gement 


right to the Lord: Supper for themſelves. But againſt this Tefimeny- 
ſome may object a paſſage in Mr. Maibers printed Catechiſme, pag, 
#1. This holy man was feaſible that ſome did take Adyantage from 
an Expreſſion therein, to impute unto him « cbange of Iudgement, 
touching this Qe:ftion, which had it been ſs indeed, Ad mcliora- 
tranſi e aullus puder, it is no diſhsnouc to any men to change for the 
beiter, but cenceraing this Queſtion, that Reverend man altered not, 
but was all along of the ſame Apprehenſion, wherefore knewing in his- 
own heart that he was of the very ſame Judgement, when that Ca- 
gecbiſaxe was written, as in bis laſt ycars he was of, he therefore leſt a 

* Manuſcript in his Study to clear him ſelf from ſuch an Imputation, 
which for his Vindication, we ſhall therefore here laſert and publiſh, 
The words are as foliow. 

* <ThisQucſtion who ought to be baptized being thus Anſwered in aCa 
« ;echiſme, viz. men of years when once they are converted to the 
Faith and joyned to the Church, and ſuch Infants whoſe Patents, both, 
cot one of them are ſo Converted and jvyned: The Nueſtlon therefore 
«+ gow 1s, whether this Anſwer if ſound and true, d- infer that the 
Children of Pcrſons Cox. erted and joy ned to the Chorch bring 
« crow Adult, and having Childien, may not be fo qualificd, es to 
ic have theſe their Children Baptized aſore they who are now the Pa- 
ce rents, be fit for the Lords 3 wpper, or if he that Anſwered the Queſti- 
< on in the Catechiſme as above, do think they ma y, doth not this in- 
& fer a change in that mans Apptehenſion, from what it ſormerly was? 
1 Anſwer. It ſeems not at all to infer any ſuch change 

641. Becauſe theſe Apprebenſions are ro way Contrary to one another, 
Cor at all Inconſiſtent: : For if a man ſay, that the Children laſt men- 
« tioned may be baptizcd, this does not at all infer, that men of years 
<.conyerted to the Faith, and Joyce to the Church, may not be bap- 
ci tized, nor that ſuch Infants may not be baptizcd, whoſe Parents, 
c one, ot bath, are ſo Converted and joy ned, Nor if a man Anſwer that 
« ſuch as the Catechiſme ſpeaks of may be buptized, does this infer, 
« that thoſe ethers may not, there is no Colour ſure, no juſt ground | 
« ſor ſach Conſequence, no mere then if one ſhould ſay, that ſuch as | 
« are become Belicvers by heating the Word preached ate to be bap- 
< tized, ( which is a very Truth, 4d. 2.41 and g. 42,7. and 18 J.) it 
« could thence be ptoved, that no lafants ate to be ha prized, as not he - 

« ing become Believets, it leaſt not by that means ol hearing, pteach ing, 

« this would i1 no ſort follow from che other, as if one ſhould ſay, that 
«ſuch as dv the will of God upon Earth ſhall eater into Neaven, d — 

K+: | ; uc 


Concerning the Sub jet of Baptiſnls; 

*.fuch as feed Chriſt when bungry,cloath bim being naked, (hall be ſave@ 
in Heaven, which are very true, Matth. 1. and #5: 34, &. 
dot this prove that Lutie Infants, and the Thief. upon the. Croſe 
© muſt not be ſaved; becauſ- the one through lmbecility of Age, add 
"© the other through want of opportunity,did not perform the thingy 
© meotioned, it doth not prove it at all, but that Salvation in Heaven 
may be the Portion of theſe as well as of the others; eycn ſo though 
* ſuch as the Catechiſme ſpc2ks of, are to be baptiz ad, it doth nos 
*.thence tollow, but that the Ordinance may be diſpenſed, to the la- 
< fants of fuch membersThildren as ate mcntioned, ad though it be 
© diſpenſed-to ſuch, this is no denyal but that ſuch as the late Cate- 
< chiſme ſpeaks of, may be bipuz: dd, ſo that here is no Contradiftion 
between the things Alledged, but that both may be true and con- 
& ſiſt together. 5 
4 diy. It the wotds in the Catechiſme had any Fxdlefiveparti- 
© cle in them, there had been ſome more gronnd or Colour for, the 
« Inference; as if the woids had been tt us, enly theſe, ot none but 
&« theſc are to be bapt ia d? but any ſuch Ec or Negative par- 
ci icle there is none, and therefore the Collection or lufetence from 

ce them which is made. is ground le is. | 
« d. The Author of the aforeſaid Catechiſme which was printed 
«inthe year 76. had ſupdry Times beſore in the years 1646. 1644. 
© 1649. pablick!y delivered his Judgement, dock þy word of mouth, 
& and by writing that fuch Children of Church members might have 
* their lofanss ' baptized, though themſelves were not yet received to 
* the Lords Supper, and ſo divers Times: again iu the years follow 
„ing. nd there ſove it is not probablc, that what is expreſſeJin the 
* ſaid Catecbiſme ſhopld be intended by him to have ſuch a meanin 
s is quite Cantrary to what himſelf had publickly Delivered bot 
© before, anÞaſfter, and that at ſundry Times, and in ſeveral wayes. 
« 4.19. Other Authors of much wort fer bolineſt and Leerhing, who 
cine ver meat to deny Baptiſme toſuchClildren of Church members atare 
poke ij of, yet ia Anſwer to thai Queſtion, who ought ia be baptiz Rt, 
Soto whom is Baptiſm to be adminiſtted, haveexpreſſed themſelves 
Lia Terms, not fas unlike to thoſe ia the aſoreſald Cat: chiſme, Me. Balls 
words ate cheſe, io ought to ba batz :? An InfilelsConver- 
ted t/ the Faith, and tbc inſents of ene, or beth Chriſtian Parents. Ca- 
4 tec hiſat. eA 14 the Aſenbliy of Dipinss at Weſtminſter, ſpeakthus. : 

« (Queſt. Unto whon i; Baptiſm: to be admin Med? 
« A»/w. Baptiſm: is aot to be adminiſtred to any that are out of 
Gthe Oi Church, aud ſo Han eri from the Coyenant of Promiſe, 


* 
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«till they profeſs their Faith in Cbriſt, and obedience to bim, But lo- 
— fants deſcending from parents, eithet both, or but one of them pro- 
5 feſſing Faith m Cbr3ſh,and obeaience to bim, arc in that reſpect with- 

in the Covenant, and to be baytized- Larger Catechiſme. Theſe 
* words we ſee ate aot farre unlike to thoſe in the Catechiſme before 
mentioned, and yet it were a Collection farr from their mcaning, to 
* gather from thelc words, that none ſhould have Baptiſme for their 
<* Children, cxcept themſelves were fit for the Lords Supper: Sure ſuch 
an Apprenealiva was never taught nor intea ded by them; why then 
« ſhould it be thought to be Contained in the words of the aforeſaid 
* Catechiſme, or deducted from them,, when as the words there, and 
* inthele Reverend Authors arc lo very like, even ſo very like, that 
©* the Collection or deducton mentioned is cither ſound and juſt from 


e both, or from neither. 


« 5 ly. If the Parcntsſpoken of may notwithſtandiag their unſeneſe 
à for chat Ordinance of the Lords Supper, yet be truly ſaid to be Con- 
c verted to the Faith, and joyned to the Charch, then the appearance of 
4 Contradiction is at an end. Now for the one of theſe Qualifications, 
« viz, That they be Converted to the Faith, if Faith be taken as it of« 
«ten is for the Doctrine of Faith, as AG. 6. 7. Iud.z. then it is evi- 
dent that the Parents ſpoken of, are not deſtitute of. this Faith, be- 
« cauſc it is required of them, that they underſtand the Dedirine of 
« Paith, an publickly profeſs their Aſsent thereto ; And if Faith be 
taken for the grace of Faiib in the heart, why may they not be ſaid 
to have Faith in this Senſe alſo, ſeeing it is required of them, that 
& beſides their underſtanding the Doctrine of Faith, and their pro- 
« felling their Aſsent thereto, that they muſt alſo not be Scandalous 
i Life, but ſolemnly own the Covenant, and therein give up them» 
cc ſelyes and their Children to the Lord. And does not this imply 
« ſome beginning of Faith Can perſons have all theſe Qualifications, 
4e and yet tor all this be utterly deſtitute of the grace of Fad? It ſeems 
& not ſuitable to Charity to judge ſo. And in as much as men have 
ci neither Faith, nor any thing that good is by Nature, thereſore they 
© that have it may be ſaid to be convertedto ir, and ſo the Parents, the 
« baptizing of whoſe Children is in Queſtion, are not without the one 
« of the Qualification mentioned in the Catechiſme, viz. of being 
& {onverted to the Fai:h, And for the other, vc. of being joyneq to 
« the Church, this cannot be denyed touching theſe Parents, for as 


cc as by means of the Covenant, which takes in Parents and 
N 8 hurch, or taken in, in 


2 Children, they bavebecn either bora in the c the 


Concerning the Subjeft of Baptiſme, 


«their Infaney, and io they were joyned to the Church, If fo, they 
continue ſtill, being neither Caſt our, nor deſerving ſo to be, and 
t therefore their lufants are the Children of Parents joyned to the 
« Church. And leſt it ſhould be ſaid, that though they were ia the 
* Church in their Infancy and minority, yet now being Adult, they 
fall out, or go out by their own defaul!, in neglecting the duty per- 
<« taining to the Adult, therefore for the preventing of this, it is 

t ſaĩd, that they ſolemnly owned the Covenant before the Church, 
ce and thereia give up themſelves and their Children to the Lord, &c. 
«$9 that here is a perſonal and publick act of their own, in reſpect of 
te the Covenant, and giving up themſelves and their Childreo to the 
ct Lord, by their own act, with a Subjection of themlelves to the Go- 
« yernment of Chriſt in his Church, whereby it appears that as theſe 
« Parents were ia the Church in their miaority, and were never ſinet 
tc Caſt out, ſo neither are they fallen out by their own neglect; Bur 
« go manifeſt their Continuance in the Church, and in the Covenant 
« by their own perſonal act. And ſo the other Qualification of Pa> 
© cents, whole Children are to be baptized, which the Catechiſme 
« mentioned, is ſouad ia the Parents ſpoken of, viz that they are 
« per ſons joyned to the Church, and therefore he that aſſirms thas 
ct theſe may have their Children bapti<24, does nor Conttadict 
c the fore- mentioned Catechifme at all, nor is there any thing in the 
« Catechiſme againſt the baptizing of theſc Children. 

This which ha's been expreſſed, may be ſufficient for the vindication 
of that Rt erend and Monuured perſon. 

We proceed rhercfore ro Mr. Nortows lud gement concerning the 
preſent Controverfy, and that the Apprehenliors of that Iudic:ous and 
Ea1le eyed Seer did Concur with tavſe Servants of the Lord, which 
have been mentioned, is apparent, both from what himſelf did oſten 
publickly teach, not only in Boſton,but in wich; and from a Script 
compoſed «Anno 16 54. by th it learned band, which bec iuſe it is a- 
cute, clear, and diſtiact, ( according to the wonted manner of that 

r:at Aut her) and becauſe it was never yet publiſhed, we ſhall 
therefore here Inſert it: It is that w ich follows. 

Queſt. Whether the Child,en of Parent; in Church Covenant are F. 
Church memb.rs and 04; ht to be baptixed. 

« Anſw, Chbiidreo of Patents in Church Covenant are Church 
« members, and cupht to be baptized, Tiis Anſwer ſtands upon the 
« roof of theſe five propolitions, 

1. Children are capable of Confederating in a public. 71 . 1. 

5 f 2. Children, 


16 


Jrad ward. 
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2. Children by divine Inſtitution bare Confederated, and do Hill Com 

federate in their Parenis as public ł fer ſons. | 

3. By rirtae of th1sConfederation Children are made Church members. 

4. Tbe memberſhip of Children Confederating in their Pareats it 4 
fijtinfi- member ſbip from the member ſhip of their Parents 

3. Tb diſtin it member ſhip g iv. i them a proper right urco Bapriſme, 

ſo as they are baptized by their own vigbt, and not by the right of vheir 

Þarents- | 

Propoktien, I. 


I. © Children are capable of Confederating in s publick perſorr: 
« A publick perſon is when ſome one of a Secicty doth by the 
*[ aw in ſuch ao Act ſtand for the whole Society, So he that is but one 


.<« perſon Phyſically, is Politically as many perſons as the Law makes 


«him, Since Religion and Reaſon beth allow and require humane 
Laws to create ſuck publick perſons for the good of the Community, 
t mueh more may we ſce Cauſe, why they may be conſſituted, by 
«the divine Law of him, whoſe Sole Prereg ie it is, that he may 
« 4g whatſoever he plcaſcth, 

2. That Chil.iren though they are wnccpatle of (orfederating in 
ti their proper Perſons, yet are Capable of Conjederating in a Prublick 
cc perſon, appeareth, 

1. From the nature of God, whoſe will is the Rule of Rules, and 
« Reaſon of all Reaſons, nonne cuilibet Chriſizano imo & pre pane, pre 
« gem onſt/ arione þ ice e debit. | 

« Nam quod iilius ( ſc. Adani) voluntas fuit noſtra & nos in iilo ve 
« luimus, verun et, ſeſ v atis hun verit atis, nulla e ſt preter quam vo- 
© |antas Crea'orts; nur quam liter tnteil:ces, jm fuiſſe nos omnes 


4 naſci miſeros p optær umius Lominis peecatum. 


2. From the Lordſhip of &.d, who may iooſe upon the reaſonabie 

« Creature wat ſot ver duty be pleaſcib- 
From tb: nature of a Creai are, wich eweath unt God what duty 

« Le will call for. 

4. From the nature of Comm ani y, tere the abſent, ca, thiſe that 
4 are waborn, are ob!;ged by thr der of treir Pieni,crentiar; acting Le- 
« ealy, 2 SUN.21 1. Joſhua 9.715718. loſhngys Covenant with the 
ib. enites board Jaui. 


-Y 
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Concerning the Jubjec of Baytiſme. 
Propofition II. 


4 Children by divine Inſtitutios bave Confaderated, aud do fill Ces 
feder ate in their Parents as publick Pe, ſons. 1. Mankind conſidered 
in Adam, Gen.a.i7, Rem. f. 12. Coy. 15.42. 

2. Abrebams Children born in bis houſe, ard alſo bis Setd in theiv 
* Generations, Confcd.rated is Abrabam, Gen. 17.7, 25 27. 

3. **T be Toſteri of Ifracl entered into Covenant in the AG of their 
© Progenttor;, in Horeb ſoon after their coming ont of Egypt, EX k.16 
© 60. the abient and Children yet unborn reacwed Covenant in the 
Act of 1ſrae! mm the plains of Moab, Dent. 29. 

4 ** Children under the Goſpel Confederate in their Parents, becauſe 

*co the Cnudren of Parents in Covenant, that promile Gem 17. y. 
** doth belong, «AG 2. zy. becaufe they are holy, + Cor. 7. 14. 
& which Holiuch caunot be underſtood to be any bur « xternal Holi- 
* neſs, nor Can chat cx:ernal be reaſonably interpreted of any but 
& Chuich boliacls lu taule tothe like phraſe, Rows. 7. 16. — Be 
«cauſe Ci. d. en are b.ptiz:d, which Baptiſme is the Goſpel Circum- 
& ciſion, . 0. 2. 12. theretore in Church Covenant, but Covenant 
te they av not in then proper pet ſons, therefore in their publick per- 
“ {ons, viz. their P reots, 
J. © Enher Children under the Goſpel are Confederate in their P. 
rents; Childrin » ay not be bapti dea or non-members ma be baptized, 
« but cuifd.en are to b- b .priz; d. and non-members are not to be baptized, 
&© Therefore Ct1id:cn under the Soſpel are Confederate in their Pa- 
© rents. That Children arc to be baptized is with us granted, that 
on members ate not to be baptized appeareth thus. External Bap- 
4 tiſme is an ex ernal Seal of the extetnal, not only of the internal Co- 
4 venant. B. ptiſme as touching the ſubſtantial part thereof, ſucceeds 
& Ciucuinciſion in place and uſe. As therefore Circumciſion was ap- 
& plied only to ſueh as were in Covenant, ſo ſhouldit be with Bep- 
« tiſme. 

2 dly, ( they who are not Su'j:Q to the Church Government, have 
© no right to Cbucch priviie Iges,of which Baptiſme is a principal one. 
ce but non members are not Subject to Church Government, Theres 
« fore Cc 

8 4%. * They with whom the Church have nothing to do, have vo 
tc \ight to that thing which cia only be done in a Chuch as ſuch. Huc 
« with non-members the Church have nothing to do, 1 Cor. 7. 12. 


* Therefore Cc. F F * if 


Mi Norton: Iudgement 
40. © Ifts baptiz; in ordin ary dl perſation is only a Shepardl, office 
ce 424, then to be baptized ii the privileage only of tbe Flock But to 
6 baptize is in ordinary diſpenſation only a Shepa'dly Office act, 
cc Math 28.19. The Reaſon of the Conſcquence is, Shepard and 
« Flock ate Relatives, and Regtorum mutuu / e ambitus, The walk 


ce of Relates is of equal extent. : 
$ iy. © If Infant non-members have riębt to Baptiſme, then Adult 
cc on- memberiʒ if ſo, then why may aot non-members come to the 


Lords Supper. 
P:opoktion III. 


«By virtue of this Confederation Children are made Churchrmem- 


2 hers. 


1. © That in Child / en which giv th that fo f member ſhip maketh 
&« Children Chu-ch members, But Confederation giveth the Form of 
«© Chu ch memberſhip. Therefore Coufederatiou m.keth Childica 
& Church members. 

2 dly. ** That wherrmpon God declaveth Children to be in Covenant 
«& with h. to be holy, and to 2:4 / i ht unto C''w1 ib Proviledees, makes 
« Children to be Cb. eb me b rs, Bat upon Confederation God de- 
* clareth Children to be in Coy nant with biin to be holy, and to have 
< right to Church, Priviledges, Jen. 7. 1 Cor. 7. 14. Af .. 
ei therefore Conſederation makes Chilui en to be Charch members. 

3 dly, © That ab 6 diſting #ifhes between Children in Church Effare 
« au hildren not in Cburch Eſta:e, makes Children Chareb members. 


ac But Confed tation diſtinguiſhes between Children in Church Eſtate 


and Children not in Church Eftate, therefore Conſederation, ec. 

4 ly. © Either Children are members by Confederation, or there may 
44 be given ſome other way of their memberſhip, or al! Children are non- 
« members, But neither can there be given any other way of their 
* memberſhip, neither is it a trus Propoſition, that all Children arg 


© non-members; therefore, &. 
Propoſition IV. 


© This diſtinct memberſhip gives them 2 proper right unto Bay- 
tt tiſme, ſo as they ate not baptix d by tbe tight of their Parents, but 
by their own tight. ( 1.) Such as their membe thipis,ſuch is their right 
s* vaco Baptiſme, But theit megiberthip as bath he ca already p.oved 


—— OO ons 


* 


- Concerning the Subje# of Baztifmug 
«8 diſtinct, thereſore their right to baptitme is diftioR, ( 2 diy.) That 
« Covenant which Contracteth upcathe oc hi quent, a proper guilt 
4 in order unto x wr ſhmert coptenetb apon the obedient a proper 
d Fight, and in orace unto Friviledges, But the Covenant of Jntants 
4 Contracteth upon them Delit que nt a proper guilt in order unto pi» 
« niſhment, E K 16.59. thereture it Confetreth vpop the obe dient 
4 ® proper right in orcer unte Priviledges. (3 4½.) It the Childies 
of che Jews in Covenant tad a proper right:o Ciicun Clit, then 
their Children of Believers in Covenant, have # proper 1ight to Bap» 
« filme, But the Children of the Jews in Covenant had a proper right 
to Circumcifien: In calc of the Parents Ceremonial uncleannefs, 
Eche Parents notwithſtanding then memberſhip were tuspended 
& trem Com union in the holy things, yet was the Child even then not. 
«*yw:thit ndiag the Pareatsdaſpenſion jo be Cu cumciſed the eighth day; 
47% If Confederate Children are to bs b, ptized notwithſtanding 
4 , Parents be not members, then they are to be bap.1zad, not by their 
© parents but by their own membcyſbip. But Confederate Children 
© irc to be baptize i, notwithſtanding their Parcats be nos members, 
o; in Caſe of the Pirents death or Cenfure falling out after their 
© Childrens being, and before the Time of their Baptiſme, therefore 
«KC. 11 en arc bapt'z ed by their own memberſhip; Thougb the ments 
tc bei ſhip of the Parent is by Divine laſtitution laſt / amental te the 
memberſhip of the Child, (for God inſtitutes ſuch only to be pub- 
« lick perſons ) yet the ſemberſhip of the Child remains, though the 
tc memb<i ſhip of the Parent ceaſeth, Pauli freedom by birth lives af - 
&« ter his Fathers death, AGs 22.48. the effect continues, though the 


« [gftrument be ex:inc, 


1. Object. In cafe the Parents themſelyes be not admitted re 
« full C om. nnnion, or that they lye under offence, it ſeems then their 
*Childreo ought not to be baptized. 

A. ſ. We muſt carefu'ly diſtinguiſh between the Parents ſtand- 
jag as a publick perſon, and betweca the Parents ſtanding as a ſingle 
« 5erfon, the Child is contained in the Parent cn!ly when be ſtands as 
& 4 publick per ſon, not when he (tands as a ſingle perſon. Hence only 
© the Coutedetation, not the condition or converſation of the Parent is 
i imputed te the Child, As Adam was a publick perſon, in the firſt 
ce tr inſgreſhon, therefore the firſt tranſgreiſion was imputcd to his po- 
te ſterity, not only ro him, Rim. 7 17. bit in bis after tranſgreſſions 
© ke was ia this reſpect but a fingle, not a publick perſon, tkerefere 


C2 thy 
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they are imputed only unto him, and not to hs Poſterity = 

2 Obje&#. © Members are compleat or incompleat: Children ad 
members incompleat, not eompleart. ; We 
" eAnſwer 1. Did tuis diſtiactios hold, yet that the incompleat- 
& neſs of Childrens memberſhip is aot ſuch why they ſhonld be hindrcd , 
« from being baptized, is clear from Ped Pepriſme., . . 

2 ly. Members ate to be conſideted either in reſpect of their 

« Communion, or in reſpect of their memberſhip. In reſpect of cheis 

© Communion they may be ſaid to be compleat or incompleat; be- 

« cauſe Commanian receives more or leſs, and aiy be enjoyed either 
«in whole or in pact, But if members be cunGdered, in reſpect of 
member ſh p which is the preſen Query, then they cannot be ſaid* 

c to be compleat, or incompleat, dec iuſe memberſhip being a Rela- 
tion doth not receive mare or leſs, as a lite member is as truly a 

member as the greateſt, the hand of a Child is truly a hand, aud 
member of che whole as the hand of a man. | 
; Immedite, vc when theſc thu are Adult 
f Conſederate in their own perſons, ) 
SOſjecł. 3. Memberſhip is \Mediate,v'z whenlrf:ntsConfcderate in 
( a publick perſon asMankiadConfcderated- 

in Adam. 

1 Anſwer. © Though Adam Contederated in his own perſon. i e.. 
* althougb it be the perlon of Ada that Confederated, yet He 
ct himſelf Confederated not as a ſiigle pet ſon, but as a publick pe · ng 
44 ſo as though Adm and the Parcats of Children Confederate lmme- 
« giately, i. e. ia their og perſons, yet do they not confederate aa 
« ſintzle perſons. Ia chis notion, Scil. of not eonfederating as ſingie - 
« perſons, the Condition of both mediate, and Immediate members 
cc. are alike. : 

" 2 dy. © The validity of memberſhip depends not upon the In- 
s* trument or mediu'n, to wit, the Paxeats ſtanding as a public c per- 
«ſon in the Act of Confederation, but upon the Inſtitution of Gud in 
« Chriſt, the value and virtue of the effect here e innot d :pend, upon 
«the medium ( which is it ſelf alſo an Arbitrary Effect bu: upon the 
cc ſuptea n 101 ladepeadent Cauſe, The membetſhip of a mile Chi'd. 
« C niederating mcdiarely, i. e, in the publick perſon of tue M Ye 
cc exce leth he nam) rſhip of the Mother Confederrting mm li te- 
ce ly in hic h 9:rſon, b:caufe the Mother though ſh: be a Church, 
m nber, ye: t iot capable of being a m:maber co vitru» it o e 
«Church (lot v4y Atethtea cenſtitute a Church, is chat tney al _ 
; e 


Ul 


| Concerning the Sal of lm FY 

he capable of being the Subject af the power of. the Keyed, 4 Con . 

4 . 4. 1 Tim. 2. 13.) (0 as ſhauld the Brethren dye, the Siſters 

te ſutytving could not continue a Church, but would immediately cea ſe 

to be Church members, yet her male Child is not only a Church mm- 

hr, bu.is alſo capable of being 4 member ConJituent of the Church 
3 dy. ©. The Cauſe hy a member is not admitted to ſuch and ſuch 

* Communion, is aot any defect in membat ſhip, but ſome defect cane 

cerniag the qualification of the member. The. mother notwithſtand- 

«ing her mem etchip is inferioge to the nacmgherſhip, of her male 

« Child, ( ſhe bring as was ſaid before a member of the Church, but got 

** member Conſtituent of a Church) is admitted ta the Supper, yes 

dhe Child is nat. A:mag or woman Adult Coaſadotating in hein 

« own perſons, Immediately .upan ſame offenge. pogſibly falling out oo 

& Jiſcovered. between their Admiſhoa and intended Baptiſme, may- 

i not be baptized, where as a Child Coaſederated ja his publick per- 

* ſoq is to be baptized. , 
Objed. 4. Children in their gon-Age are by their Parenzs on 

* materially, ang not by themſelves formally. and actually members... -» 
4 »ſx. Members potentially ale ſuch only ia pelbhilitys, bat ar- 

&« yet non-members actually. Aemberſbiy is had two wa ye, either by 

Canſederating in a publick perſon, or by Confederating in our -W- a- 

* perſons, Children are actually and formally members by Contedera - 

& tion in their pyblick perſon, not in their own perſvas: they who. 

© have the matterand Ferm of memberſhip, are actually m 

* Children, Confederate in their Eatents have the matter and Farm ol 

4 memberſhip, viz. Holineſs, A4“. 2 . Rü. 1 16. Cor. 7. 14. 

& And Confedcration in their. Parents a5 their p̃ublick peſ ſon, Gen 17. 

© AH: 2.;9, therefore Infants Confederate in their, Parents w re 

* aQtuiily and formally, not potentiaily Circa neiſed gader the Law 

* they areactually & ＋ y, not potentially baptizea u der the G- 

6 pel, therefore they arc actually and ſormally, and not only potentially 

members. If Mankind Conafedetated actually in Adam their pub- 

lick perſon, whea they did not ſo much as cxiit ia their proper pet 

* (ons, then in iy cdi ten acta illy exiſting in theit proper perſuns, 

actually Confederate in theit · publ ck pet ſon. But Mankind not 

“yet exiſting in their prope» perſons, Confederated in Adam their 

© pabliek petſon. Vece atum A l1tni fuit dlienum ſod eam no Dedelios de 

© trum peccat om Ali ai ſuit v ant rium ur mido re/pc dt u nojb:1 q (ia De: & create 

* ut fuimus in Aiamnoft.n a entes, ita yl timus in ils, („ vun- 7 l 

Sta la A, ¹ẽmhiut tete . Taat Speech vi Thomas 
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Mr. Nortonr and Mr. Schardt Iwdgement 
© though vſed by him co another purpoſe may aptly be applyed here, 


® peccatum Adami fuit gravius nofirss. ſecundum circumſi antiam per. 
ſenæ non autem ſee andum [pectens. 
« If children fe ſoon as they exiſt are actually guilty of a Ci ve, 
« broken, then chiidten as ſoon as they exiſt are capable of atualiy 
« Confederaring, breaking of a Covenant ſuppoſes the being of a C- 
« nat that cannot be bruken, that never had a beirg. A, Tertii 
je £1 ad ofb ſecundi aljet1 valet Conſequentia, But child. en ſo ſoon 
"Gaz they cxilt ore guilty of a Ci ] nan broken, witneſs Original Sia 
« aQually infli Red upon children as the pguriſhment of their din in Ad- 
© . God doth net puniſh actually ſuch as ate only Sinners poteuti- 
« ally, but as yet have not aQtually inne d. Neither doth childrens 


"© incapacity, to eX*rt Church «tis deny them to be actually Church 


© members, for then Brethren under off: nce before any Cerſute, bre- 
< chren int : med, by ſome finleſs Accident, yea, brethren when aſleep 
4 ſhould all of them be porentialy only, and not aCtually Church mem - 
ders. Nor doth Child: ens capacity to Vote or Conſlitute a Church, de- 
© ny them to be actually Church mem bers, ſor thence i wond follow, 
E& [hat the Siſters were only potentra/ty,and not ac ually Cha ci men bers 

More needs not to be ſaid of Mr. Nortuns fuagement concerning 
this Subject, we come to Mr. 'Shepards, ſometime Paſtor of the Chaich 
in Cambridg in New- England, who belices his emincat abilities, was 
a man of much real and tiviogCommanien with God, and therefore more 
like ro know the mind of Chriſt, then many othe is Now in a Letter of 
this ( Dated /une 1649. which was not three monethe before his dect aſe) 
« he docs aſſert and prove, that Children are men\bers of the viſiole 
« Church, and that their memberſhip continues when A ault, and that 
the Children of Believers are to be accounted of the Ct uich Lutil 
(© they poſitively rejc & the Goſpel, and that the memberſhip of Chil» 
©*dren hath motenLency in it, to pollute the Church any more now, 
A then under the 0/4 Tefament, and that cbildren arc under Ci arch 
diſcipline, and that ſome perluns Adult may be admitted to Bop» 
© tiſme, and yet not to the Lords Ser, &c. The whole Letter being 
already publiſhed, we ſhall not here inſert it, or any thing ſurther con- 
cerning it, only aſſure the Reader that the Letter it ſelt (even the 


euro ypa ber) is ill to be ſeen, as it was written by Mir. S*pards 
«wn tand. Alio the ſame Author in his printed defence of the eine po- 
fitionr, pag. 143: does maintain the Church mewbe ſhip of child en 
ard their Subjection to Diſcipline. In the year aſter theſe mentioned, 
vis Anno 1676. here arrived two other of New-Englands in ont hies. 

Namcly, 


Mr. Partriches and Mr. Rogers Eonceming the Subjr@® of Naytiſas; 
Namely, Mr. Ralph Partrich, and. Mr. Natha-g Rygers, As tor 
Me. Partrich C3mctim-s faichful Paſtor of the Church in) Apxboryrin 
Plimouth Colony, what his Judgement was touchiug the preſ. at cone 
troyerſy, is to be ſeen from that Ai of. Church Diſciplive, whica Was 
by him compoſed and preſented to the Synod at Cambridg, Anne 16478. 
and which is ſtill ex ant under the hand writing of the Reverend Aut ber, 
in which Manuſcript are theſe words. The parſons unto whom the 
Sacrament of Baptiſme is diſpenſed (and as we conceive ought to he 
«are ſuch at being of years, and converted from their Sins to the Egich 
« of Jeſus Chriſt, do joyn in Communien and Fellowſhip with-a parti 
* cular viſible Checch, as alſo the children of ſuch Parents or Parent, as 
© having laid hold of the Covenant of grace (in the judgement of Cha- 
ry) ate ing viß le Covenant, with his Church and all chgs af< 
©« ter them that e aſt not off the Covenant of God by ſome '$capdalous 
& and obſtinate going on in Sin, as m1y appear by Maib.z8.19. and 
4% Cor. 7. 14. With Gen. 13, &c. compated. ä 

Thus for Mr. Partricb his Judgement. Conceruiag Mc. N.acbeniel 
Rogers late eminent Paſtor of the Church of Ipſwich in New- Enziand, 
that his Judgement did concur with the Doctrine of the lateSynog touch 
ing B*p:iſme; is ccctain from what himſelf did pablickly teach ſome 
years before his Decea'e, Alſo from a Letter of his written to the Rowe, 
rend Me. Richa-d Mather ſome years be ore Ar, Roger: went to hig 
Reſt, which Letter ſtill remaias uader the Authors own hand writing, 
we ſhall therefore inſert, the ſubſtance ol it, Which ſolloweth. 


Reverind and dear Sir, 


41 Received a Letter with a Book from you, and do return you dd 
& Teſtimony of my maoſt thank'ul acceptance of your kindneſsand good 
vill both is your Letter and worthy Treatiſe of Jultification, which 
© ( az yours ate wont to be) is nervous,and this is conipeud ou. ia a Ipee' 
A cial m inder, and yet perſpicu us. I ſee my defect in Hen, Den mate 
ters ſupplycd by your Diligence. To the Queſtion concerning the 
& Children of Chuch membets, I have nothing to oppoſe, and | won» 
& der any ſhould deny them to be members They are members in 
C enſa Eeclt ſia tic. God ſo calls them, the Church is ſo to account 
& the w, and vhen they are Ae a'atis, though having done no pe: ſo- 
© nal act, yet are to be juſged members ſtill, wail afrer duc Calling .; 
&« gp+n, they ſhall refuſe or neglect to acknowledge and ohe Co- 
& yeaaac of their Parcats, and profels cheir belief of, and Subjection — 


+ Mr. Regie. Mr. Smith. Mr. Prouddev. Mr Wilfes: 
+ ** the Contents thereof, which if they ſhall deny, the Church may C- 
* Miert or diſown them,. Now for practice I conſeis | account it a 
"©orcat default, that we have made nomorereal diſtinction, between 
«theſe and others, that they have been no more attended as the Lambs 
| 4 of the flock of Cbr:F?, and whether it be not the eauſe of the cortup- 
a a tion and wofal defeRion of our youth, diſquiri pe: mittimus We are 
| e this week to meet in the S huich about it, and | know nothing but we 
ei muſt ſpeedily fall to practice. If wein this ſhall be Leaders, I pray 
beg wiſdom from the Father of Ligbts, and bim who is our Wiſdom as 
'C ell as our Rigb:eonſncſs, | commit you to the ble ſſed Communion of 


A the Spirit of the Lord feſus, and reft, 
XI. it. p , Yours in him Cordially 
765 2 | N. Ragers 


'T heſe Teſtimonies ate more then abundantly ſufficient to evincs 
I thatthe /t Fa bers of this Country were for that Enlargement of 
Saptiſme, which the late Synod Book pleads for, And that therefore 
fuck a pruftice is no H poeſt acy from our Primiuive Prince ple: yet twiher 
Teſtimonies might be ſuperadded unto theſe, for Mr: Hur om · h ſome- 
times Minifter of the Word at Wethersfield on Connet!.ot; Ina Letter 
of his ditcd Aug uſt 23. Arno 1647.{ which Letter was allo written to 
Mer. Mather) thus « xprefſes himſelf, © we are at a Loſs in our parts 
© about members Children, being reccived into Communion, becauſe 
& it is undetermined, in the extent of it, at the Synoa, our thoughts here 
«* are that the promiſe made to the Seed of Contederates, Cn. 15. 
© takes in all Children of Confederating Parents, whether bap.ized 
4 here, orelſe where, whether younger or Elder, it they dy either cx. 
d preſsly or otherwayes may be Conceived in the Judgement ef Cha- 
& rity to Conſent thete uato. Now becauſe many have Children growa 
4 np, which were born in England, who would gladly expreſs their 
<Conlenr,and deſire co their Parents Covenant, only we arc loth to walk 
& alone, in the thing ; we could heartily wiſh we had the Concurienge 
of your jud gement, Cc. Thu, Mr. Smith. 

Like wie, Mr. Pradaen late faithful Paſtur of the Church in 
Milford in Nea- Haven Colony in New-Englandin aLetterto the ſame - 
Reverend perſon, which the laſt mentioned was ſent unto, does not, 
only expreis his own thoughts, but gives Reaſon for his belief, conceru- 
ing the Queſtion under Agitation, with whoſe Teſtimony we Ihall con- 
dude, And becauſe his Letter is of Weighty and worthy Conſido- 

l ration, 


2 Concerning the Sub jedi of Baptiſm ES 
Conſideration, albeit part of it (as of that of Mr, Zegevs ) is already 

* publiſhed ia the Preface to the S ynod Boat yet ) we mal herebſerr, 
the ſubſtance of it, which now follows, a - 


Dear Brot hir. 


*I was glad at the receipt of your Letters, but I am ſorry to hear of 
*(uch breaches in Churches, and no way nor means fonad out and ap- 
* plyed for healing, which I fear with you does ſtrengthen the Pre- 
© byterian Objefion againft our C ongreg ational way, when the writing: 
* of ſome for our defence, and our —— agree not in that particular. 
* [ think wich you that man to be much bleſſed, whom God ſhould 
** make helpful in thoſe things; though as he ha's but little encourage» 
ment to attempt it, ſo can he expect leſs thanks from man who poſ- 
< ſibly may have crred,bur loth to be judged ſo to have done. Tou- 
ing your ownEx-rciſcs you are not alone in them, the power of the El- 
« qers in preparing matters of offence and other thiogs for the Church, 
*has been mach queſtioned by ſome, But me-thinks hat which Mr Hooks 
*+er has written in the Caſe (Survey pt. 4 pag. zz. ) ſhou'd ſativty 
t thoſe who arc not of a Content Spirit, | had Conference with him 
„bout this matter, ih his life time. And the Summꝭ of what be hath 
« now written, he then expreſſed and told me withal, that if a Caſe 
* ſhould be preſented to the Church, in any other way by the Brethren 
i fe would refuſe to act in it, valeſs the Church ud firſt diſpute the 

« goint which he would offer, bur act ag iaſt his judge meꝝt be would 
& not, It's tiut that the Rule requires to tell the C Huſch ia due order b 
the Otficers, as he that Commands one to goe into his houſe, intends 
© that he ſhould go in by the door, | 

The . Elder: are Captains, and Lenders, and Releys, Heb. 13.1% 
4 Tim . 14. And therefore the Brethren n, uſt act go before them, 
« A common Soaldiet muſt not begin or make an Attempt without the 

1 Captain. And the Elders being Leaders aud Rulers, they are to or- 
&> Jer all the publick occaſions, and affairs of the Church, in a comely 
& manner which they cannot do, if rhe Bretbren have Liberty at their 
& pleaſure to publiſh what ſeems beſt to themſelyes. Touching the de- 
u ſite of ſuch members Children as deſire to have their Childecu baptis 
& zed, it is a thing that 1 do not yet hear practiced, but for my own 
« part I am inelined to think, that it cannot juſtly be denyed, becauſe 
tc their nex Parents however not admitted to the Lords Supper ) ſtand 
« az Compleat members0ftiie Church, withia the Church Covenant. 
2 D and 


ry 


Mc. Norris. Mt. Y bilips.and ſundry Congregational Bret hren in Englang 


« and ſo ackwowitdged that they might. have right to Baptiſme, Mow 
a they being io Cov nant and ſtandiag members, their Children alſ» ate 
members by virtue of their Parents Covenant and Men ber ſbi s well 
« as they themſelves were by virtue of their Coyan«:wtand membe: fhip, 
ac and they have not renounced that Corenant, nor are juiliy Ceuſured 
« fort the breach of that Covenant, but do own and prof. I it, and 
hy virtue of it claim the Priviledge of zt to their ,Childlea Inyſe 
cc Cid en who are within the Covenant, and lo membets of it Bap- 
i m cannot be denyed unto. But the Children in Queſtion ate 
« ithin the (ovenant of the Church, and ſo memb:r; of it, Ergo, Bap- 
i tiſme eanaot be denyed to them, The aſſumption is pruy.d that, 
ci the Children of fuch Parents, as arc within the Covenant of the 
Church, are themſel ves within. the C'oxenant of that Church, and ſo, 


dc members. Bot the Children in Queſtion arg the Children of ſuch 


parents, as are in Covenant, and ſo members of the Church, Ergo, they 
© are ſo themſelves. The Propoſition is clear, becauſe the Parents 
Covenant tor themſelves and for their Children, Deut.2g. from. 
« , to 16. Exk.16. 8,13. And Ged accepts both, Gen.iz.12,1 ;. 
te the whol: Nation is federally holy, they are cxprelsly ſaid to be in 
& Cov. nant with th ir Fa her, Deut. 2g. not part ly, or partially in Cove- 
«ant, Rom 9.3 4 AT 2.439. and God ſtiles himſelf their Goa, as . 
ell as tœeir Father, Gen. 77. , , . and to have God to be our God 
is to be in Compleat Church Covenant with him, The ſemption is 
4c evident, becauſe elſ e ſuch their Patents had not had right to Baptiſme, 
© the Seal of the Covenant: but that they bad right unto, and ſo recei- 
cc ed it, and me ſame right they had, the Children have, who are in- 
& cluded in their Covenant, as they were in their Fathers, If it be ſaid 
ce that their Fathers did expteſily engage and C ovenent, but theſe not. 
& [ Anſwer, that the Covenant is the ſame, and of the ſame force to bind, 
cc and of the ſame exrent, in the one as well as the other: E xplicite and 
10 1,,plicite, are but «djunds ot the Covenant, and therefore though they 
©& are not came into Covenant, the ſame way that their Parents did, vic. 
&« by  xicite ge ſonal Covenanting, bat are taken in by the Father Co- 
ce ting for them and themſelves, yet it ſcems to me, that they are 
cc nit leis truly, or leſs Compleatly in Covenant, The God of Peace and 
& Truth guide us in thoſe wayes, I reft 
„Aird June 12. 16 5 1. Voor loving Brother 
Peter Praudem. 
Unto theſe might have been added the Teſtimony of that Reverend 


and faicyful der vant of Chriſt Mc. loby 144iſon, the fiift Paſtor of = 


— 


Concernmg ibn Subject of Baptiſm. 
firſt Church in B. ton. Buijhis Judgement touching the queſtion in hand 
is KZ wall chat knew him. And the Reader is referred to his dy- 
ing Sp:e bes, concerning this matter Which are inſerted in the Bock 
called New Eng/and: memorial. ( pag. 18 3.184. }) which becauſe they 
were amongſt the iat words of ſo holy a man, cannot without great ſin 
be deſpiſed or di/regarded. Alſo we might have mentivoed the Judge- 
ment of Reverend Mr. Norris; which that it did Concur with what 
bach been x>reſſed, is to be ſeen from the Record: of the Chucch in 
Salem, viz. in their Recoras of the agth, of the pr # Afoneth: And of 
the gt of the fifth Moneth and ſixth Adoneth, Anno 16 54. Likewiſe 
we might have produced the juagement of Mr. P#://ps 1ometimes tie 
faithful Paſtor of the Church in Waiertown, but the Reader is for that 
reterred to ihe Preface in the Synod Book, 

Alio that ſome godly and f»aictous of the Congregational way in 

England, are for a greater Latitude in the point of Baptiſme, then our 
dijenting eAntiſynodalian Bretbren co acknowhedge, n manifeſt trom 
what (u11-y Learned men of that way have long ſine piubl:fh-d. 
For Lei Omen in his review of Sc-iſm-, pag 1374 thus cxprefies 
himfclf, * 1 um ſo far from cor fining Baptiime ſv bje is y to a partie 
& ar Cungrega ion, that | du no: believe that any m mber of a particular 
tt hure h #23 ever reguarly bipiiz/d;, baptiime p cedes Admiſſion iu - 
© 0 Church memberſhip as to a particular Church, the Subject of it is 
* prof- i g Believers and their Seed, as ſuch, they have right unto it, 
© whcther they be joyned to any /a"ticular Church, or no, ſuitable to 
* this Judg”m at hu's been my Conant and uniuterrupred practice. 

Like wie DoCtor Nathaniel Homes in his defence of lefant Baptiſme 
againſt Mr. Tomb, ha's theſe words, ( pag 193. ) © for baptizing of 
ci B-lievers Infants, ſeveral Churches of us do hold, that we may.bap» 
& tize them, though neither of their Pareuts be of cur particul ir Chur- 
& che g. Baptilme as we conceive being an Admyjſ:mn into the unt er- 
«2/ Y fiele Church, &c, And again, (pag 217.) Mr. Tombs having 
made this ObjeQtion, “ that the hip ng of lafants ha's occaſioned an 
© unne l eſſiry diſpute about baptiting the Infants of belic ving Parents, 
& that are not members of gathered Churches, I neyer / faith Doctor 
% Homes) perecived the world troubled with this difpute, divers Ct ut- 
te ches withour diſpute e in practice the bhaptizing ot tuc', &c. Thus 
he. See alſo in the ſame Bock, 297,208,215. with his Epittie to the 
Re der. And the Collector of theſe Teſtimonies hath lately received 
Letters from fu di eminent Divines of the Cong vegational way in Eng- 
Jani, declaring that the 74- gem: t of the Flders wiin them is generally 

| D 2 according 
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Mr.Cottons ludgemere 


accbrding to what hath been now expreſſed. By thefe things there- - 
fore, which have been thus far expreſſed, it is very manifeſt that the 
doctrine of the late Synod concerning the Subject of Baptiſme is no A- 
poſtacy from the firſt Principles of New-England, nor yet any declenſion 
from the Congregational way. It remaineth that we proceed to the 
other Queſtion about Communion and C onſocia'ion of Charches, Now 
concerning that, it is leſs needful to produce many Teſtimonies, that 
there in the Synod Introducerh not any Iunoyation. For ſome that diſſent- 
ed from the Anſwer tothe firſt Queſtion about Baptiſme, yet in this laſt 
concurred, yea, there was an unanimous and univerſal .5ſſevs to the An- 
ſwer given to this ſecond Queſtisn, as the Author of the Antiſynodalia 
An:ericana does acknowledge, where ( pag. 12.) it is ſaid in the ſecond 
Qeſſion we do fully ag res with the reſt af the Synod, in ali the Propoſutions 


Ja:d down about it together with the Proofs thereof, we ſhall therefore 


emongſt our New Eng liſh Wort biet, only mention the Judgement of 
Mr. Cotton concerning this Queſtion, which what it is may be ſcen larg- 
ly expreſſed in his Book of the Keyes, pag. 54, &c. And there are thoſe 
that will remember, that when that eminent Miniſter of Chriſt Mr. 
AMitchel was ordained Paſtor of the Chu- ch in Cambridg, Mr. Cot tos 
giving in the Name of the Meſſengets ot Churches, the right hand of 
Fellowſhip, ſeriouſly adyiſed him to endeavour / And that faith ſul man 
was ever mindful of that ſolemn Advice) that that Ordinance of Conſo- 
ciation of Churches might be duly practiſed, greatly bewailing the de- 
fc of theſe Cauiches, as to that particular, yea, Mr. Cottons heart was 
much upoa this thing, in his latter time; forcſceing that without it, 
theſe Churches and the Compregarional way cou d not Rand; He did 
therefore not long before his deceaſe, draw up ſame Prot ons which 
ate c xoteiſive of the way and manner of this Conſoc:ation pleaded for, 
which becauſe they are (as being written by his hand, they cannot but 
be ) of great weight and worth, we ſhall therefore herc inſert and pub- 
lich them. 

« P-9poſitions Concerning Conſociation and Communion of Churches, 

© tendred io the Elders and Brethren of the C burch for their Conſidera- 

& ion and acceptance according to God, 


Propoſition I, 


« Every true Church of Chrift, viz. a particular Congregation ſur- 
niſned with a 'Presiy ery and walking in the truth and peace of the 


Goſpel, 


Concerning Communion of Churches, 


«Goſpel, hath received from the Lord Jeſus full Power Eccleſiaſtical 
te within it ſelf, both of Liberty to receive her own members, to chooſe 
© her own Officers and the like. And alſo of Authotity to Adminiſtet 
« Sacraments,Cenſure her own offenders, and reftore penitents, Mat. 1 # 
646 : i Cor 5. Adi 6.2, Re. and 14 23. ſo as this Conſociation and 


«© Communion f Churches ought not to hinder-the exerciſe bf thispows . 


« er, but only by Counſel from the word to direct and ſtrengthen theit 
& hands, in the right Adminiſtration thereof upon all juſt occaſions. 


Propoſition II. 


© Although the Apoſtles of Ghriſt were Independent on eael other, 
* and bad equally the hig be ft Power Eccleſiaſtical under Chriſt, a8 
© were led with Inſalible A ſſimance of the Spirit in the exerciſe thete- 
" of, yet Paul with Barnabas and Titus went upto eruſa/em, (and 
that by Revelation) not only to Confer and Conſult with the Apo- 
© files about his doQtrine, ( left he had, or ſnonld run in vain, Gal-2.1, 
4.) but alſo Conſocisted or made Agreement with them by mutask 
* giving the right band of Fellow ſhip, to diſpoſe the Courſe: of theie 
* Miniſtry and Proviſion for the poor, that ſo they might procure the 
© more free and effectuil paſſage of the fruit of rhe Golpel, and the 
* work of their Miniſtry, and therefore it may ſeem much rather, not 
© only lawful, bat alſo very profitable and needfal for ordinary Elders, 
end Churches though cquiſ in Power] wantiug that Infalid'e A ſſt- 
© tance of the Spirit to Conter, and Conſult, and Confeciate ot agree 
together about all ſach weighty matters, in which Couaſel and Con- 
© cuxtenee of judgment may be requiſite to prevent and heal errors and 
A offences, to avoid Suſpition of prejudice, and partiality, and ſo to 
« expcditc the free paſlage of the Goſpel ia the hands of them all. 
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Propoſition III. 


te If when Peter gave offenee at Antiich, the Apoſtle Paul took 
tc Liberty to rebuke him before them all, (though he was his c q ual in 
« glace and power) and that no doubt out of that duty ef love and 
« faithfalneſs, which he owed unto him and to the truth, Peter alſo 
© ſubmitting thereunto, th'n it 1a:y well Raed with the equality of 
te Churches out of their d'1ty of Love and Faithſulneſs to admonith each 
« other in caſe of publick offcnces and ſub git to ſuch admonition 
«from the word in meckucſ of wiſdoin, as to the will and Authority 
ws D 3 


L 


> 


| « of Chriſt, and to give ſuch SatistaCuon as the Rule doth require, 


Mr. Cottons IndgeMene 88 
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Propoſition IV. 


Out of Queſion, the Tord Ieſus, the bead, King and Compaſſionate 
6 bugh P, «ft and Saviour of n. boay the Cburcb, bat h as great « Love 
& a4 care of the purity, Peace ana Eaifcation of whele Churc bos, as of 
© particular Saints as is cvideat by thoſe Epiſtles ſent to the Churches of 
Corinth, Galatiz, and tos e vt Chu cbes of Alia, to heal the publick 
© Errors, diſſentions, and otner Corruptions found in them, and there- 
© Lore c tainly he hath appointed and ſanctified ſome ſufficient means 
© to pte erve their purity and peace, to heal and helpthe evils and 


* aiftcmpers of whole Churches, as well as of particular Believers. 


u Now tien ſince Apoſtles and other extraordinary Officers are ceaſcd, 
that had power in all Churches, and only Love temaiseth] what 
« ther Eccieſiaſtical help u there left withont infringing the power 
& of paryaular Churches, but the Exc rciſe of brotherly Love, mutual 
& warckfulnels, Brotherly Care, and Counſel which Elders and Chur- 
cc ches ought therefore to praRice towards each other in this way of 
« Brotherly Communion and Aſſiſtance on all juſt occaſions, 


Propoſition V. 


< Upon theſe and other Seriptnre grounds and Examples, and for 
& the ends above ſaid, it is very meet and tequiſte, ( according to our 
& preſent practice) that when any Company of Chriſtians intend to 
« ynite tuemſelves into the Fellowſhip of a Charch, or being in a 
& Church ſtate to elect and ordain any Eldets over them, that in due 
« time they fgnify their inteutions to the Neighb »uring Churches, 
&« walking, in the order of the Goſpel, if ſuch may be had, deſiring their 
u preſence, Aſſiſtance, and r:gh band oj; Fele ſh p, that aa Chureh is 
« a City ſet upon a Hill, ſo tne Acts thereof may n-t be as a Ligbt put 
« under a huſbhel, hut may ſo ſhine forth to all other Churches, beho1d- 
ci iug and apy roving their orderiy proceedings, as they may the more 
&« readily give them the rig hand of Fele ſlin, and walk with more 
© freed..m of Spirit in Btotheriy Love and Communion with them in 
« the Lord, 


Propoſition 


Concervins Communion of Chanches. - 
Propoſition VI. 


In ſuch mitters of publick Cenſure, wherein chrough the obſcurity: 
& and iift-ulry ecco, or otherwile, there doth ariſe diff rences ten- 
„Jing to dangerous Diviſions and diirattions in the Church, ur vt- 
i fe..ce to other Churc'ies, In all ſuch Ca es it is meet and eq uilite 
*tbat the Chu ch proceed adviiid,y.wah the Counicl aud Cuncur- 
© rence of the Elder, or Elders, with other Julicions and impartial 
*© Brctu, - of other Churches, clearing up from the Wort, What is the 
«1nicd and will of Chriſt to be done. = ' 


Q x 


= Propoſition VII. = 


Not only ig matters of Cenſure, but alſo ia other Caſes of Doctrine 
tt or practice, wherein for want of Light or of the Spirit of mec kueſ: 
tand Love, theredoth grow diſſention in eny Churoh (as did in the 
& Cnurch of Antioch about Ct camciſian) The Church fo divided ſhill 
te 4o wiſely and ſafely, not to proceed to determine the. Caſe by a A4.3jov 
«7.te, to the ueſaitifaGivn ad off ence of a Comfiicr ale par. ame 
« themſelves, ot the offence of other Churches. But ought, rather es 
© bring the matter to the bearing and Judgement of other Elders and 
tc Brethrea of other Churches: who being det red ought readily to meet 
te together, an ſerioully ( as in the fear of God ) to engquire.,ingo, the 
« Caſe, ſearch out by the word, what is the mind of Chritt therein, by 
© themſelves, (if preſent ) ot otherwiſe, by Letters and M- ſſeggen to 
« geclare to the Chuuch, hat they judge to be the Rule of Chrift which 
«they ſhould walk by, which Judgement ought to be received with all 
« guc reſpect according to God, Al 15. 


* 


Propofition VIII. 


As there is a Brotherhood of members in the ſame Church, ſo there 
64 2 Brotherhood of Churches, being all Fellow members of Chriſt 
& jeſus, and ſo bound to have a mautal Care one of another, Cant. 4 f. 
ce [tis therefore meet and tequ ſite, that in Caſe any Church ſhuil fall 
ce into any ſcandalcus error or offence in doQtine er practice, then the 
© Neighbour Church or Churches ſhou!d Advertize, Convince, and ad- 
© [month ſuch a Church thereof according to the Rule of the Colcl. And 
«if aſter due Convition by a Neighbc ur Chu ek, and again by more 
« Churches, the effcading Gharch as the nature of the offence and — 
- relpec! 


Ry 
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Mr. Cottons Judgement 


« reſpect due to a Church of Chriſt may require, may at length with- 
law, the Church with ſufficient patience will not yet hearken to 
6. their Brethren ; then withdraw from that Church, or at lcaſt that part 
« of it which refuſe to be healed, luch Brotherly Communion and the 
fruits thereof, as otherwiſe Chuiches uſually do afford to each other. 


Propolition IX. 


Ain Caſe any member fhall be laid under Cenſure in a Church by 
& the Major part with the offence of a Conſiderable part thereef, or 
« when any Whole Church ſhall ſeem to have Conſented corruptly te 
& ſuch a Cenſure, upon Cemplaint of the gricved part atteſted by the 
a qiiſenting Brethren, or in the othet Calc, by other credible perſons, it 
« it tree, yea, requiſite that other Church, or Churches, in the Spirit of 
« nieekn. ſe delice to kuow the Reaſon ot their Cenſure, which it the 
Church ſhall clear up to be juſt, then the other Chu ch or Churches 
6 ought to bear witneſs to their proceedings, and to perſwade the 
tc Cenſurcd and diſſenting part of the Church to lubmic and give ſatis- 
uſaction. But if the Church ſhall refuſe to give an agcouat of theReaſons 
« of their proceedings, or not finally clear up the Juſtice thereof, nor 
caſe the grieved party, it will then be equal for any other Church to 
receive the Cenſuted part to their Covenant er Communion, 

Por ſo Chrift reccived the blind nian, after he was unjuſtly Caf 
out of the Synogogue, 1:5. 9. The unyutt acts of aay Church cannot 
appear to be done, in the name of C hit ; dut rather id the abuſe 
of his name and po wet, and tieielote do not bind in Heaven, Ciavis 
trras wor Lig at. 


ſ[Propſition. X. 


« As it is the ptactiſe of God!y Chriſtians in the Churches (without 
ny Scruple, and with much Edifticgtion 3d increafc ot love) to meet 
ce together in Convenient nambers 01 Fermiltes at Set times, houſe by 
tt |;gulc, to exercife that Chriſtian Commuani»n,Which the moral Kules 
© of the Goſpel call for, r Tbeſ. 5. 1. Col.z. 16. Hb. z.1z. and to 
24. ſo alſo upon 1he ſame grounds, [ beſides others ] it wou'd C by the 
& bleſſing of God j conduce much to the increaſe of brotherly Love and 
« Unity, the ipiritual Edification of many, by 1u'ual Faith of each 
cc gther, to the :ireogthening of the hearts and hands of one anocher 
«in the work of the Lord, Lf the Elders and brethrea of the Churches, 

2 did 


Concerning Communion of Churche a. 
did meet together, Church by Church, in Convenient rumbers, at ſ& 
** times, (not to exerciſe any JurizdiQion over any,) but to enjoy and 
© practice Church Communion by prayer together, hearing the word 
© preached, and Conference about ſuch Gaſes and Queſtions of Con- 
* ſcience, as ſhall be found uſcful or needſul for the edification and 
* Comfort, and peace of evety Church, ot any of the Brethren thereof, 
* and this Coutie might tend much to ſatisfy the Spirits of divers god- 
* ly Brethren, who have «tought that we ſo much mind the diſtinction 
u of particular Churches, and the duties of fellow members in the ſame, 
© that we looſe much of the Comfort of Love, and the Fellow ſhip of the 
< Spirit, which we might enjoy, and that we fall ſhort in ſome brotherly 
4 _ which we owe mutually to our dear Brethren of ſeveral Chut- 
C 


For the better Improvement of ſuch a Conference. 


1. lt is fit that the Number of Churches ſo to meet, be regulated 
© according to the ne«rneſs ot ai ſtance of Churches, and as other Conve- 
<& niences, or Inconveniences (hall require. 

2. © For the times of meeting, it may ſcem beſt to leave it to the 
« wiſdome of each Society of Churches, to meet 'more frequently or 
« {e}dom as they (hall ice Cauſe. 

$» © Concerning their Exerciſes, it is meet that the Elders of each 
Church where the Conference is to be held, ſhould chooſe with Con- 
ſent of the Church ſome other Elder as they ſee beft, whom they 
© may intreat to preach at their meeting, and alſo to deſire ſome to mo- 
& qerate in the Conference, and agree upon ſuch Queſtions as they ſee 
t fit, three or four, and fend them ĩo the Elders of other Churches, at 
e [caſt fourteen dayes before the time of their Aſſembly, 

4 Tor the ordering of theTune,it may be fit that theSermon fhould 
end at Eicvena Clock, and after it the Cunference follow, and con- 
4 tinue ſo long, as ſhall be found meet and ſcalonable. 

„Nor our Lord Jeſus Chrift brmſelf who 11 th: Counſellour,ths Fore 

stin g Father, ara Prince of Peace, grant unto all tu C borcbes truth 
«K nd Feace dlynye, any a, means : and Net counſel and guide the 
« [;earts of bis peapic to diſcern and embrace ail ſuch wayes as bimſelf ba:h 
&« /anificd, to bo e bely Ends. Amen, : 

] hus tarr Mr. Cotton. Hud that this is aceording to Congregation 
nal Principles, is evident from other Tejiime,4cs ; Fot the Mefſ:ng ers 
of an hun art d and twenty Congregational Churches, who met at the S* 
vy in Londen, Anne 1648, do in theu declaration of the order ap. 
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* 


The lade met of Congregational Brethren in England 


appointed in the Churches of C hriſt ( Tbeſu 26.)thus declate. In Caſe of 
& difficulties or differences either in point of doctriae, ot in Adminiſt/a- 
ions, whereia either the Churches in general ate concerned, or any 
* one Church in their Peace, Union, and Edificauon, or any mem- 
© ber, er members of any Church arcinjared in, or by any proceediog 
© in Cenſures not agreeable to Truth and Order: It is according to the 
* mind of Chriſt, that many Churches holding Communion together, 
do by their Af: ſengers meet in a Synod ot Council to Conſider and 
give their Advice in or about the inattet in difference, &c. And 
Doctor Owen (who was a great part of that Aſſebly) in his Cae- 
chiſme concerning {burch diſcipline, (pag. 224,226,227.) thus e- 
preſſes his Judgement. © Churches being gathered and ſetled accord- 
« ing to the mind of Chriſt, ought to preſerve a mutual holy Communi- 
<« oy amongſt themſelves, and to exerciſe it in the diſcharge of thoſe du- 
© ties, whereby their mutual good and Edification may be promoted. 
© Indcfiring or making uſe of the Counſel and advice of one another 
ct in fach Caſes of doubt and difficulty, whether DoArina| or prattical, 
cc may ariſe in any of them, A, 1 3. 2,6. And from hence it follows, 
ei that in Cafe any Church either by error in Dofrine, ot precipitation, 
«gr miſtake in other eAdminiFrations, do give offence unto other 
Churches, thoſe other Churches may require an account from them, 
tt 24 monifh them of their faults, and withhold Communion from them, 
©« ja Caſe they perſiſt in the error of their way, and that becauſe in ehfeir 
« difficulties, and before their miſce-riages, they were bound to have 
t geſited the advice, Counſel, and Rſſiftance of thoſe other Churete:, 
ce which being neglected by them; the other are to recover the end of it 
ic ynto their ut maſſ ability, Gal 2.6,11. And hence alſo it follows, that 
< thoſe that are rightly and juſtly Cenſured in any Chnrch ought to be 
« rejected by all Churches whar ever, both becouſe of their matna/ 
te Communion, and bee inſe it is, and ought to be preſumed, un:il the 
« contrary be mad to appear, that in Caſe there had been any difficul- 
« ty or doubt in the proccedure of the Church, they would have t2kea 
« rhe adviee of thoſe Churches, with whom they were obliged to Con- 
ic ſult. Thus far Doctot Owen. Likewiſe Doctot Tho 45 Goodwin, 
and Mc. Philip Nye in that wo-thy Epiſtle which they have pt. fixed be- 
fore M.. Coit n book of the Keyes, ( in which Epiſtie the Congregatio- 
nal way is truly Rated ind iſſerted, as it differs from both the extreams, 
viz, fron P/ eſhteria i ſne on the one, and Bro v uſm- on the other 
hand do d. clare cheit Co rcutrence with him in ack 1owledging te hat 
«an Aj"ciation or Com nunion o, Cure hes leading their Ele“, and 


eMeſſenzers 


Concerning Communion of Charches, a 
de NM.ſſengers into a Synod, is an Ordinance of Chriſt, unto whom Chriſt 
* bath (in Relation to rectifying male Admins firation:, and healing 
© Diſcntions in part ic var Congregations, and the like Caſes) com- 
4 mitted a d ue and juſt meaſure of power ſuited and proportioned to 
« thoſe Ends, and furniſhed them not only with ability to give Coun- 
& ſel and Advice, but further upon ſuch like occakons, with Aſpyſftert- 
© al power and Authority to determine, declare, and iaj oyne ſuch things 
is may tend to the reducing Congregations to right order and Peace, 
ſee pay.4.6,7, 10. 

Moreover, that the practice of Congregationals, ha's been according 
to this Profeſſion,may be ſeen in tbe A poiag etica Narration publiſhed 
by Doctor Goodwin, Mr. Philip Nye, Mr. Sydrach Simpſon. Mr. Bar- 
roughs and Mr. Bridg. In as much as thoſe famous: Apelogiſts (ua 
Paul (peaks concerning lames, Cephai and lobn among the Apoſtles) 
ſeem to b: Hillary, | and worth.ly ate they ſo accounted ) amongſt Con- 
Fregationals, Since allo that Apologetical Narration (though printed) 
is in the hands of but few with us, we ſhall therefore here tranſcribe 
and inſert ſome pages of it. And therein they thus declare [ſee pag. 
#5. to pag. 22. © And whereas | ſay they] the Common prejudice 
& and exception laid into all mers thoughts againſt us, and our opinions 
« 1s, that in fuch Cong reg ational Goycrament thus entire within it ſelf, 
te there is not allowed ſufficient remedy for miſcarriages, though never 
« ſo groſs, no reliet for wrong ful S-ntences, or perſons injured thereby, 
« noroom for Complaints, no pow Crful or effectual means to reduce a 
Church, or Churches that fell into Hereſie, Scbi/me, & c. but every 
© one is left, god may take Liberty without controul, to do vba: is good 
6 in their own eyes, we have | throngh the good Providence of God up- 
« orius ] from the arowed declaratiors of our Judgements among cut 
© Churches mutually during uar Fx, and that alſo confirmed by T 
< moſt ſol: wn Inſtance of our practice, wherewith to virdicate our ſeluòt 
« arg ray in this particular, which upcn no other occaſion we ſheu d 
© ever have made this publick. Gd fo ordered it, that a Scandal and 
# .Fence fell out, betwegn thoſe very Churches, whilſt living in this Ba- 
© ,1ſhment, | whereof we cur ſelves that write theſe things were then 
„the Miriſters , dne of our Churches having unhappitv depoſed one of 
«their Mi ſters, the others judged it not only too ſuddain an act, 
H having precceded in a matter of ſo great moment without confuit- 
« ;og their w ſter Chu +, as was pnblickly proſe fled, we ſheuld have 
« J>ne in ſuch Caſes of concetnment but alſo in the proceedings there 
4 of, as too ſevere, and not according to the Rulcs lad d<wa 
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The Iudgement of Congr eg ational Bredbren in England 
A in the Word, la this Caſe our Churches did mateally acknowledge 
+ and ſubmit to this, n a Sarred and anduabted . Principle, and Suyrtcam 


Las to be obſeryed among all Charches, that as by virtue of the 


* Apoftolical Command Churches as well as perticular men, are bound 
Eto give no enct, neither to lem wor Genti/e, nor the Churches of God 
© they live amongſt, So, that in all Caſes ſuch offence or differences by 
the Obligation of the Comes Lew of Communion of Churches, and 
© for the Vindication of the glocy of Chriſt which ſa Common they hold 
forth, the Church or Churches challeage3 to offead or differ, are to 
+ ſubmit themſelves (upon tha Challenge of the offcnce or Complaine 
<© of the perion wronged } to. the moſt full and open tryal aaJ ex- 
* amination by ocher * Charcbes offeuded there it, of what 
i ever ha's given the offt nge. Aad further, that by vi tue of the 


. * ſame and like Law of #9: partaking of other mens ſia, the Church of« 


4 fended mn iy, aad ought u 01 the [mpenitency of thoſe Churches per- 
& (ſting in their Errors ind miicarriage to pronounce that heavy Sn. 
© tence agaiaſtch:n of with rawing and Renouncing all Ch1ft1an Co- 
& unien with them, until they do repeat, aud further to dec ate and 
« pcoteſt this with the Cu es thereof to all other Churches of Chriſt, 
te that they may do the like. Aud what further Authority or proceed - 
& {ings ↄurely Eccleſiaſtical of one or miny Churches towaras another 
6 whole Church, or Churches offendiog; either che Scriptures do hold 
& forth, or can rationally be put in Execution (without the M iſtyate⸗ 
& interpo eg a Powe: ot another nature, agto which we upon his parti» 
© cular Cog niza ice and Examination of ſuch Cauſes, proſcis ever te 
te ſuhinit, and i to be mt willing to have recourſe unto | For our 
« arts we ſaw not then, nor do yt ſee. Aqd, like viſe we did then 
& Suppoſe, (and do yet ) that this Principle of Submiſſion of Churches 


ci that miſe arcy, uuto ether Churches oflended, together with this other, 


«Kit it it 1 Co nm id. ſom Curift, enjoyned to . Churches that are 
4 f ad. to denounce ſuch {a Sentence of xou Communias und 
6 iitharavinę from then wnilſt Imyenitest, as unworthy to hald forth 
4 che Name a Cnciſt. theſe P-inciples bring received and g neraly 
« acks vledęed by the Charches of Chriſt to be a i duty as ſteictly 


« enjoyaed thein by Chriſt as any other) that theſe mou'd de as effectu- 


4 means througꝭ the bleiſi q; of Chriſt to awe and preſerve Churches 
« and their Elders in heit duties, As that other of Claim to an- - 
« ;boritative.. Power Hecie f aſtisal to E xco mmynicace other Churches, or 
6 their Elders offending ; to: if the one be compared wich the other, in 


6 mer Ecclepajticel, Notion, that of Excommuniceion — 


Corncerning. Communion of Churcber, 


hath bat this mote in it, that it iti a Delivery of whole Churches and 
* cheir £/ders offending gnto Satan, (for which we know oo warrant 
«a the Scci pruces that Churches ſhould have ſuch a power over other 
Churches.) And then. as for the biading Obligation, both of the one 
* way and the other, it can be ſuppoſed to lye but in theſe two things, 
t. *lo a warrant and Isjandion given by. Chrift to his Churches, 
& to put either the one or the other into Execution. And 2. That mens. 
© Con/ciences be according ly taken therewith, ſs as to Subject rbemſelyes 
& wheth:r unto the one way or the o:ber- For ſuppoſe that other Princi · 
&« ole of Autboritat: ve Power in the greater part of the Churches com- 
Khined to E£xcommunicate other Churches, &. Tv be the Ot⸗ 
& ce of God, yet unleſs it do take hold of mens Covltie 
C.caces, and be received amongſt all Churches, the of ending C bur - 
©& bes will flight all ſuch Ex.onmuanications, as much as they may 
ti he ſuppoſ. d to do out way of proteſ ation and Sentence of non Comm. 
& 408, Qn the other ſide, Let this way of outs be but as frong iy enter» 
« tained, as that which is the way and Command of · Chriſt; and upoa 
& all accaſions be heedfully.put ja Executions, it will awe mens Conſci« 
i ences as mu. h, and produce the ſame Effects. And if the Magiſirates 
% Power to whic + we give as much and (as we think more, then the 
& Principles of the Prevbyterial Government will ſuff:r them to yield,): 
do bu aii d and hack the Sentence of other Churches denouncing this 
* Nun Communion agamft Churches wiſcarrying according to the na- 
& tare of the Crime as they judge meet, and as they would the Sentence 
& of Chu ches E om aicatiag other Churches in {ach Cafes upon 
* their o va pariicular ſudgemen ol the Cauſe, then without all Con- 
Grove: ſy, this our way of Church proceeding, will be every way as eſ- 
& ſectual, their other can be ſuppoſed to be; and we are ſure more 
te protherly tad mo. e ſuited to that Liberty and equ dity Chriſt hath eu- 
doe d his Caurch wich, But without the Afagifrate inter +1 
<thcir Authority, their way of | proceeding will be as ufa 
&« 23 ours, and more liable to C ontemot, by how much it is pretend q to- 
« be more Aut vorita ive, and to inflict more dreadful puniihmeat 
« ie) cacaal Spirits are ſeldom ſenfidle of. This for our Judges 
mats. And for « ei evidence ad denonſtration ; both, that 
« this was then our Judgem-nts, as | Kewiſe for an inftance of the effe« 
Qua! Succeſs of ſuch a Courſe held by-Churchrs in ſuch Caſes, our own 
practice and the bleſſi g of God thereon miy plead and teſli iy for us 
u t all tte world. Tie mace of ths Trinſaction, in brief was this. 
Tua: Chutca w..ch with oth. rs was moſt Scandaliz:d, did by Letters 
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*geclare their offence, requiring of the Church ſupoſed to be offend> 
ing, in the Name, and for the vindication of the honour of Chriſt, and 
* the relieving the party wronged, to yield a fall and publick bearing be- 
* fore all the Cherches of our Nation, or any other whomſoever of- 
* fended, of what they could give in Charge agaioft their proceedings, 
* in that aepoption of their Miniſter, and to ſubmit themſelves to an 
open Tryal and review of all thoſe forepaſſed C arriages that coneerned 
* that partieular : which they moſt cheat fully and readily (according 
* te the forementioned Principles) ſubmitted unto io a place and tate, 
* where no outward violence or any other external Authority either Ci- 
vil or Ecckfiaftical would have enforced them th; eteunto And ac- 
* cordingly the Miniſters of the Church offended, with ether two 
Semlemen of much worth, wiſdom and Piety, members thereof, 
* were ſent as Meſſengers from that Church; and at the Introuufion 
and enterauce into that Solamn A ſembh, (the Solimniiy of which 
© ba'sleft as deep an Impreſſion apon our hearts of C briſt / dreadful pre- 
© ſence, as ever any we have been preſent at.) It was openlyand pub- 
& lickly profeſſed in a Speech that was the Preface to that d:;ſcuſſion to 
<« this Effect, that it was the wwſt to de abborred n 0xin.e; that any Reli- 
Cion has ever made profi ſſion of, and th. refore of all other the moſt contya- 
d:Gory and diſhonourab.e unto that of Chriſtianiry, that a ſingle, and par- 
tiaular Society of men profeſſing the Name of Ctriſt,and pretending to be en- 
dowed with a power from C briff to judge them that are of the ſa e body, and 
ſocie ty within iLem/elyes, ſuonla furtber arrogate to themſelyes an tc 
tion from giving account, or being Cenſurable of any other either Ch: iſt i- 
an Mayiſtrete base them, or Neig bb ur Churches about them, So = 
were our Judgements frem that Independent Liberty that is imputed 
10 us, then, when we bad leaſt dependency un thu K lug dome, or ſo much as 
hopes ever to abe therein in, peace. g 6 ; : 
And forthe Iſſue and Succeſs of this agitation aſter there had been 
& for many dayes as Judiciary and full a Charge, try al and depoſition 
Gf witnefles opealy before allCommers of all Sorts as can be expected, 
in any Court where Authority enjoyns it, that Church which had of- 
& fended did as publickly acknowledge their ſinful aberration in it, re- 
© ſtored their Miniſter o his place again, Afttd ordereda See day 
tot faſting, to humble themſelves before God and men for their fin- ' 
«ſui Carriage in it, and the party alſo which had been depoſed, did ac - 
ci knowledge to that Ghurcb, wherein he had likewiſe ſioned, 
30 that theſe Godly Learned IViiters, were (ſo far from making u 
Popedorns of a particular CH̃utch that they deemed it an abberred max- 
ime 
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marine to afficme that a particular Church is «aaccounteb/e to, or nat 
Cenſu table by Neighbour Churches about them; They — 
do re jet the Coyſociaucn or Communion pleided for, want that which 
is one Spec ical CharaFer of a true Conregatioe ul map, whereby fach 
xe diſtinguuhed from Bromniſli and Aforeliani, whoſt Principles have 
ever been.diſowngd nad diſa xo d by Congrigarionals, who have al 
thought them(c:ves not a little ian ted, When they have been repreftngz- 
ed is the ſame, e bow have Horngb:the Symie Controverſitruak de 
Browniſdis, and $4ilies diſſe ive, and othet writings, ej ifde a comme 
been ſo diſlaſtſuſ and giſſati factory to All ot that way, who undetſtaud 
what Pringgles hey gen... 

M >reoyer that our Congregational Nerhreꝶ art for fich*Commuint- 
on of Churches as is by the late Synod aflerted, is yet fart mage <v{- 
dent from the Teſtimoay of bleſſed 3u7r04ghs in his Excelent Treatiſn 
about heart D. vijions (:e pag. 84. nd 76 . And in pag. 444. There 
are theſe words. (1) Thoſe in the Congregational way acknowledge 
« that they are bound ia Conſcience to give account of their wayes to 
tc Churches about them, or to any other who ſhall require it, this not is 
Gan Arbitrary way, but as a duty that they awe ta God and man. 

2 dly. They acknowledge that Synod: of other Miniſters and Elders 
& about them are an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt ſor the helping the 
« Church againſt Errors, Scliſaet, and Seandals. 

3 dly. That theſe Sy, may by the Power they have from Chriſt 
& g4moniſh men or Churehes in his Name, when they ſee evils Conti- 
<« nving in, or growing upon the Church, and theit Admonitions car- 
ry with them the Aurbority of Jeſus Chriſt. 

4h. As there (hall be c1uſe they may deelare men or Churches, to 


&« be Sub ver ters of the Faith, or otherwiſe, according to the nature of 


©« the offence, ty ſhame them before all the Churches about them. 

$ ly. © Fhey may by a Sulemn a2 in the Name of JeſusChriſt reſuſe 
* any further Communion with them till they repent 

650.“ They may declare alſo in the Name of Chriſt that theſe erring 
te people, or Churghes ate not to de received into Fellowſhip with any 
4 of the Churches M Chriſt, nor to have Crmmuron with one another 
tin the Ord:ninces of Chriſt, —— You will ſay, bat if they care 
&« got for all thi; > Anſw. That is, c if you ſheuld ſay, What if they be 
« not Conſcientious, what if nothing can prevail with Con ſcience ? 
«if you ſay, private Brethten may ap niſh and declare in the Name 
« of Chriſt. This is more then if any private Brethiea ſhcu!d do the 
lame thing; For a $yn0d is a Sclemn Ordinsnce of Giirilt, and the 


Elders 
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©Elgers are to be looked upon as the Officers of Jeſus Chriſt, And 
""8gain, fag. 47. be ha's theſe words, If ir ſtull be ſaid, But ſurely they 
; fart, they do not come up to theſe ſix things mentions 
4 do not agree ſo farr, ot up te \ng | 
cd To that I Anſwer, I do not in theſe deliver only mine own Judge- 
© ment, but by what I know of the Judgements of all thoſe Brethren, 
i, with whom I have occafion to Converſe by Gonference, both before, 
d and ſince, I ſtand Charged to make it good, to be their Judgements 
alſo, yea, it hath been theirs and mine, for divers years, even then 
. When we never thought to have enjoyed our own Land again. And 
vit it be ſo, then let the Lord be Judge between us and our Brethren, for 
I thoſe loud and griepous out riet there 908 been againſt us ia tbis 
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POSTSCRIPT 


Ince the Compoſure of this Collection of Teſtimonies, ir bath pleaſed 
8 the Lord to take unto bimſelf another of our eAnitent *Twds, x 2, 
wortby and Reverend Mr. Allin of Dedbam, whoſe App-evenſions 
touching the Controverted Queſtion: is ſufficiently known, Likewiſe 
not many weeks before bis death, be read this Script, and H bit 
Judgement thereon in words folowmg. 


© Reverend and dear Brother, I ſalute ycu in the Lord. I humbly 
tt bleſs God for your fruitful Labours in this your Colettion, (and in 
ci other matters performed by yeu) concerning which in gereral, | 
Qt think it is worthy ſerious Conſultation amongſt your Friends, he- 
te ther it be not a Seaſon to publiſh the ſame. {( 1.) We ſee the wok 
« of Chrift touching the Church Seed ii laid aſleep, this might awaken 
tt our drowſmeſs, we ſee alſo the great diſorders in Churches for want 
te of ſeaſonable help from Ne gbbouring Churcher, and by Reaſcn of the 
tc rejection of Counſel without convincing their Sentence cf errer, | 

2 diy. We ſee how our preſent doctrine is rejected as Novel Iauo- 
« va tion, differing from firſt aud primitive Principles, (3. ) Who 
« knoweth how fart God may bleſs this Treatiſe to the recovery of ſome 
ct if not many, from their Er: 0n:0u5 Opinions about theſe Trutht, 
Le Conceive alſo ſome ſeticus Exhortation to cleave to theſe t 
S yajes of Chriſt in New England, might be ſcaſonably addce, I Reſt 


Yours in our Lord, 
Ion Alis. 


8 A Letter 


[a] 


A L*tter concerniny th: Subjef? rf Beptiſmc, wri:ten hnt bat emy- 
neat AM niſter of Chriſt Mt lonatbin Afitche!, late Paſtor of the 
Charch in C unbridg i New England. | 


Rever:nd and dear Sir, 

have deliberately read over Mr. D.. Eſſay. and Epiſtle to the 

RI vilichl nov retuca to you With thinks for the Lꝛan of it, 
If 1 houll lay, [ ſz2not muter of Conviction ia it, bis Anſwer is al- 
ready given me, (pag. 37) © If men ſhut their eyes, when the light is 
geld ou: to them, they may truly ſay they ſee nor, or in pag.s. they 
re that Enquire of God with an Idi in their bearti, (hill be penally an- 
ic {wered by being left to theit own Counſe!s, &'c. we had need Labour 
to approv2 our leleꝛs to God, when we mzet with ſuch ſh wp Cenſuves 
f:om men But the R. A. tau hardly ex>:C&t,we ſnauld find Conviction 
here, ſeeing he builds all upon this diſtin tion af [mediate and meadiate 
memberſhip, which with the Conſe Faries He deduceth from it. s the prorg, 
& puppis of his whole diſcourſe : and for the proof of the diftigQti6g, 
himſelf, in (pag. 34, 37.) refers the Reader to his former Eſſay ; nei» 
ther have I obſerved much more in this writing, toward the proof of it, 
then we have had before. And therefore if we did not ſec it/as by him ex: 
plained and Improved) to be evident before, it is nor ſtrange, if we, 
do not ſee it no v. If it maſt be imputed to our blindneſs (yea, wilful 
and >enal blindneſ:) that we ſee it not, we mult be Content, to bear it 
at we may. Alſo when he aſficms over and over (pag. 7 5,43, 9250 4. 
131,145,152.) that we our ſelves Confeſs the Patents ia Queſtioa 
have not Faith, or are not viſib e Belie ver, the Contrary whereanto we 
have pliinly aſſected. And how many times over does he lay it, L we 
call them meer member: ] which we have diſclaimed, and do not ſo call 
them hut, members not in full Communion | yea, he ſayes, (in pag. 49.) 
we grant that the perſonsin Queltion, are not to be accounted Church 
meimers, & c. How ſhould we receive Conviction from ſuch dis- 
courſcs ?:f his meaning be by ſo often teflecting oa [ our meer memyers 
as he calls them ] to deny that diſtinction of members into [ ſuch as 
are in fu Com aunion, and ſuth as are not in full Communion ] that 
would ſgem ſtrange, for how can that be denyed by any Pad-bapt. t, 
and he ſeems to approve it in pag. 35. yea, he ſeems ſometimes to grant, 
that ſom? when Adult d » Continue in the Church and Covenant, who 
yet ate not admitted to full Communion, pag.76.99, yet he calls for a 
Rule for two ſuzh ſorts of Adult member /, pag. 73. But | ſhall not en- 
ter 
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enter into difcourſe of payriculars, nor am l fit tobe an Anſwerer, dt is 
eafic to obſerve a grearey ſharpneſs in his Expreſſions to me then elſe 
where in this Book. I hope l ſhall Conſider as I am able, what 1 find 
in this, or other diſcourſes, about the matter in Controverſy,&c. and if 
I be convinced of Error, l ſhall not be aſhamed to own it, but if there be 
no way to lſſue the Controverſy but by ſuch v#luminous writings, and it 
every paſſage be not ſpoken to, he counts himſelf neglected, or unan- 
ſwcred; And that which he hath before ſaid ſtands ſtill firm and good, 
(as to that purpoſe he ſpeaks in this Book above twenty times) I have 
little hope to ſee an Iſſue of it, nor can I ſee any likely way for an Iſſue, 
unleſs we can meet, (either in way of Synod or Cole guie) and with 
freedom and Cas dor verbally and fully diſcourſe the matter, and a 
to ſome orderly Conc!ufion, A. for the Subſlanee of the ¶ auſe, where- 
in we bave engaged, I am daily more and more Confirmed, that it is tbe 
* Cauſe of Truth, and of Chrift, and that wherein no: a little of the Intereſt 
of Chriſts King dome, a.d of the Souls of men is iaid up. I have heard 
you intimate, as if there wete failings in the manner of Calling, and the 
managing of the late Synod, and you ſpeak of your cænging tome pal- 
ſages ia what paſſed the Preſs, which would have diſcovered the naked- 
nen of the contrary minded, (though I ſuppoſe if they had been print- 
ed, they wou'd have dilcovered more the nakedaeſi of the Author, or 
Authors, then of the Subjects of thoſe Expteſhons and Informations.) 
And] once had an Intimation, as if ſome had gathered up a Narrative 
of matters that would ſhame us mucd, if it ſh-uld be publiſhed, 
To all which 1 would ſay, | do not know of any ſuch great matter, that 
can be objeCted, or of 0«2Et Conſiderable, that world ſeem ſtrange [if 


things be rightly repreſented ] among men of * we all arc. 


And ſome of us were not ſlow in the chen 55308, a r wayes to own 
our ſclycs ſuch, aud to ctave tte Candor and ford e that is needſul 
ſor ſe ch, which one would think Chriſtian and ingenious Sgirits ſhould 
have been ſatisficd with. Eut if there were more to be obj: Red that 
way, then there is, is that any Argument agyinſt the matter and Cauſe 
it ſe!' > Lugiers Refo ma im might be Condemned upon that pround, 
for all kaow that he wanted not many fattings, in the management 
thercof. God loves to humble Inſrxment:, and to leave matter of hum- 
bling upon them, even when they are earryidg on his own good work; 
tut | ſhould be ſorry if there were to be found-with us tte Tths of Irre- 

ularities that abound among cur Arti ynod alian reople inthe Ct unte, 
who flick, not io deſp;ſ-, reproach, and dit ſt $ynods, and eM:nifters, 
and all 1, on the account of t his _— whefeby I w:ſhhtFe Lo a be = 
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provoked wwto Anger, And bow farr thoſe few in the Miniſtry that, 
bave appeated in oppoſition may have been acceſſary thereunto, I had 
rather they would ſeriouſly Confider between the Lord and their own 
Souls, then I go about to determine. We haye bzen reflected upon by 
ſome as ſeeking our ſelves, and driving on I know not what deſign, and 
Ie innot readily Imagine, what Self Intereſt or Self End we here ſhou'd 
be lea by in this matter. Sure I am for my own part, that [prejudice 
my. ſelf much, as to name, Intere, Eaſe, & c. For my appearing in this 
Cauſe, Neither was I ſo jnſcnſible, as not to feel ic from the firſt. 1 
know my ſelf to be a poyr, vile, ſinful Creature, and can with ſome ſcel- 
ing lay, chief ef Sers, and leaſt of Saiate, but in this tar icular mat 
ter I Dare eften ſaid, I wiſh my Brerbren could ſee t9-0u2b me, for 1 know 
not ary deſi gn or deſire I baye in it, in all the world, but only that the will 
of God might be done among us, biz Kingdeme bs advanced, th:ſ: Chur- 
ches ſetled on right Baſes, and flouriſh in the wayes of Truth, Purity and 
Peace, and that he good uf the Souls of men might be promoted both 
in this, and afier Gen*rations. 

am ſorry to ſphnd thus many Lines about the Circumſtantiali of 
the Cauſe; the prejudices that are thence taken up againſt ir, have 
dean me tha; farr. But touching the matter it ſelf, that hath been in 
debate between us ( which I had rather be diſcourſing of) you may 
pleaſe to Conſider at Leiſure which of theſe three Propoſitions you 
would deny. . 
I. The whole viſible C burch under the New Teſta nent is to be baptized- 
| 2. If a man be once in the Church whether admitted at Age or in In- 
Fancy , nothing leſs then Cenſus able eril aan put him f. 

3 If th: Parcat be in the viſible Church his Ifant Ebild is ſo alſo; 

The firſt is proved by the Argumeats for the Synodi firſi Proyo fprion, 
the \. coud is plain from the Current of Scripiu, e, and Confirmed un det 
the Nn-Teſtam at, (beſides other Reaſons ) from the Carriage of 
Chiiſt and his Apoſtles towards the Jewes, who came into the Church - 
by amez.b.rjhip received in Iafancy. The thi:d muſt be owned by ail, 
but Antipedo BA. tf. The Fram? of the Covenant, Gen, 17. inferrs 
it, a0. M. D. imp Eſſay, pig 23. grints that the Promiſe of 
the Covenant dots not ſtop at the lajant Cui, 7 beſe tree thimys 4 
all of then tee dh, ine of al our great Dirises, as well as Fh. Scr ip- 
ture. 
t is to m* 2 onfie nition to obſerve de fact, that in the way of ſuc- 
ceſſive b 41s ti C uidren of all that had a ſtandivgin the bie. 
Clurch I thovgh vu too much Laxene|s and Cr1upiion for want of 

: | Diſcipline - 


54. 
Difcipliae ) the Lord hatb coutinued Religion among Chriſtias People 
from Age to Age, whereas the like Continuance and Preſervation of 
true Religion could not bave been hoped for, not ptopable in the Con- 
trary way. 0 

Ie was never heard of in the world from Abrabam to this day l ſince 
God appointed an exrering Sign, or ſuch a Livery 0 bs worn by bu peo- 
ple to diſtinguiſh they from the wor i] that a people did Continue for any 
length of Time to be Religious, Who were either all, or the greatet pati 
oſ them uncircumeiſed ot un api. 

Thelaying aſide of Circumei on among the A. dianites, for that they, 
did betimes lay it aſide; may be plainly gathered from Ex92d.4+2 4,2 Sn 
26. was quickly followed with the utter Loſs of all true Religion a- 
moug chem, and other ef the Poſterity of Abraham and Keturab. 

I know the bare having of Bap:iſme does not alwayes keep uue Re- 
ligion butfarc it is, that the want of it will quickly loſe Religion amoog, 
a people, To ſay that a people may be Religious well enough witkout 
Baptiſme, would be to reflect upon the wiſdom of Chriſt, in appoint- 
ing ſuch an ex:e-nal Sign of Chrifiansy, which ſurely was no needleſs 
thing ; lr is eaſie to ſee that in the way your ſelf and ſome others pg, 
the big ger bw/f of the people in thi: Country widl in a lit il Time be, unbapti- 
red, Mc. D. ſayes in his Eſſay, pag. 45. that aut mer members as he 
calle them, will ſoon be a farr greater number then his Sheep and 
Lambs, i. e. then bis Immediate and »ediate members, both of them, aud 
allthe Gencrations of theſe meer members ¶ as he calls them ] he would 
have unbaptized, now I leave it to Conſidetation, bow ſub ver ſi te to Re- 
lig ion thi; will ſoon be, as alſo hom ab ſurd a thing tha: 4 Chriſiian pre- 
feſſing people, yea, eminently p. of: ſig, and of a moxc reſormea tempe- then 
ordinarily the world h known. | As through grace the bedy of peo» 
ple ot this Country, yea, and of our members not in f. Comm: nien 
yet are] ſhould ſo ſocn be the body of il em unbaytized, as if they were nat 
a Cbriſtian, but an Heathen People. Let me add this farther Cor ſde- 
ration, ail Diſciples or AA 11.26. } Chriſt ans are by Chriſt enj yn- 
ed to be baptized; Afath 28.19 Adi 11.26. ſtates it epon ti e e peo. 
ple that ate called { n:med or counted ] Chriltians, Kr thete are 
that arrog ate to themſelyes the Name of Chriſtians who are aniſeſt 
A briſtians, as Papiſt, Aibiells, &c.. theſe may be excluded, but 
thoſe who in regard buto of tho belief and pra lic] do juſtly ard right: 
ly retain tne Reputation of Chriſtians, as they that are deſcribed in our 
fi ith Propoſition, a ad the Generelity of the People in this Country cane 
not be denyed to do, ſurely Chris I iunction doth include them. g 

| F © 2 


164 

' We may obſerve that Congregational men in England 4re not without 
thoughts and ſtudies for enlargement of Zaptiſme, Doctor Owen in his 
late Catechiſme, is plaialy with us in the main. Subſtance of the Cauſe, 
viz. the ba ptizing of thoſe we plead for, theugh it ſeems be would have 
them baptizcd in another Notion. For when as in Queſtion 38 he 
makes the proper Subject ofBaptiſme to be profeſſing believers and their 
 Infamt Seed, 1t is plain be intends Baptiſme to many, who (according to 
his Platform) are not in full Communios, or may not come to the 
Lords T able, nay,are not / with him) ſo much as joyned members of a par- 
ticular or in/tituted Church, but ate only profeſſors of the Faith, Com- 
pare Queſtion 19 39,47 49. And I ſuppoſe, there are Expreffions to 
that purpoſe in otnet writings of his, which I have not now by me. 
The ſame chiog may be Contained under the Expreiſion at the meeting 
of the Savij in their Confe ſion Faub, c hap. 29. Theſ. 4, | the Infants 
of one or bote believing Parents are to be baptized,] uſing thetem the 
words of the Afrmtlies Confeſſior, and we know in how large a Senſe 
they take the word | believing | when as they ſay in Chip. 26, Tbeſ 2, 
The whole body of men throughout the world, profeſſing the Faith of 
the Goſpel, and obedience unto God by Chriſt, according unto it, not 
deſtroying their own Profeſſion by any errors, everting the Foundarzon, 
or unbo. inc ſi of Converſation, are, and may be called the v1ſib/e CA bo- 
lic, Church of Chris. : 

How plain is it, that tbe perſons wheſ: Children we would have batt» 
ed are profeſſia; Believers according to Poctor Owens Expreſſions, be- 
ſieving Parents in the Aſſemblies Senſe, and ſuch Proſeſſurs ot the Faith 
of the Goſpel, and of obedience to God, as do not otherwiſe deſtroy 
that Profeſſion, all which ( ſay the'S.1voy meeting) are of the viſitle Ca. 
tholic ( Char hf Chriſt. And l ſuppolc, they would not bave any part of 
Cb ils viſible Church lift unbatized. *Tis true they ſay, this vifb/e 
C:itbolick, CHurch of CirrFF as ſuch, is not intruſted with the Adminylrg- 

of any O.dinance, hut they may mean, as many do exprelsly hold, 

that h. p 19 Amminiſtring Baptiſme muſt be an Officer in a f artica- 
lar ( bur h. hong the Sub jecls baptix -d may be of the Catholic Church, 
H. ever ſuch Catholic Profeſſ r4 as they here deſcribe, ate qualified 
for 32piſnc, It raking hold of the Covenant in a particular Church be 
(in th it mind] further necdfu), ours do that. 

You may herchy perceive, that you ſtand alm oſt alone, ub. le you are 
a1 diu the bajti>ing of ſuch as are deſ.r16:4 in our fifth Propr ſition, 
Whether they hi uld be baptized as in a Catholich, or in a particalay 
Charc) ate is another Queſtion, Aud 'I Conſels my lelf not 2 
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ſoperemptory in this Latter as I am ia the thing it ſelf, ¶ viz. that they 
ought to be baptized ] yet ill I think that when all Stones arc tu ed, 
it will come to this, that all the baptized ave, ard ought to be under Diſci- 
p!une in particular Churcbes, your ſelf and thoſe fey in the Miſt y bre, 
tha: diſſint, do bear a greater weight then it may be you area:xare of, For 
the People in the Country have in a manner no Arguments to object but 
this, ſome of your (elves, ſome of the Miniſters are againſt it: I have 
Istely in Courſe of Expoſition gone over Ex04.4 24. as formerly o- 
ver Cen 17 g--14. And the more I look into ſuch Tex: as rho'ic, the 
more aul they are to me, to make me fear, leſt we ſhould be wanting 
to do tue will of God in this — and leſt the Lord ſp uld be there- 
by diſpleaſed. And I am afraid that we do not our du'y while we let a 
matter of ſo great mom*at, and of ſuch pub ict and Praftical Concern- 
ment as this is, lye by from year to year, without uſing more meaus to 
bring it to an liluc, and to come to ſome ſettlem-at therein. 

Tous you ſce with what Freedom I have opened ſomewhat of my 
heart to you about this matter, had I not been · Confident of your Can- 
did Acceptation thereof, I ſh uld not have done it. 

do affectionately thank you for your Remembronce of me before 
the Lord, and deſire a Continued Share therein, hoping that I am not, 
and {hall not be [ in my poor mea ute] un nindful of you, whom | have 
a real reſpect for, and do hearti ly love in the Lord. 

lam not w.thout boye, that we may bt yet of one mind before we dye, 
And l am ready to think that we had been ſo e re this, if you had been 
pleaſed to attend and purſue a free Candid and throuzh Debate of mat- 
ters verbally, and happily if ſo ne ſuch Courſe were yet teken amongſt 
us that live here about, it might eſſect an accord ] Bur however l hope 
we ſhall mgct there, ubi Luthrro cum ⁊uing lib opt im jam commit, 
The Lord direct all cur paths for us, that we may be found walking in 
the wayes of Truth, and Peace, to his Glory, ihe guod of otheis, and re- 
joycing of our owa Souls in the day of Chriſt, In whom Ian 


Cambridg. Decem/er, Yours unfained!y 
a6, ,1 66 3 onathan Mitchil, 
EINIS. | 


